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Do you read to show off?
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Vocabulary: Reading 77l i i3

ENGLISH

What do you read when you are travelling by train g
or bus?

What are other passengers reading? Perhaps a
woman sitting near you is reading a trashy
romantic novel. A man is reading a serious
biography about a politician. And there's a student
reading an English textbook.
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What do their choices say about them!? Do you Is she really reading her book:

judge them by what they are reading?

| have got to tell you that your impressions of them are probably completely wrong. The
woman reading the romantic novel could be a lawyer. She just wants a light read to take her
mind off work.

The man reading the biography wants you to think that he is an intellectual, but he is just
showing off. The student reading the textbook isn't a student at all. She's an English teacher-.

Publishers know that some people are self-conscious about what they read on public
transport and so they put out different versions of a cover. For example, books about Harry
Potter have an original cover for young readers and then another more serious version for
adults.

So next time you are on a train, look around and see what other people are reading, but don't
jump to any conclusions. You will probably be wrong.

Here is a situation where you could say, "Don't judge a book by its cover".

Take Away English © British Broadcasting Corporation 2015
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 1 0f 4



WICR

trashy THHMER

a romantic novel RENY, SHDU
serious FEIRHI

a biography B

a textbook WA

a choice iz o

to say about them FHABATHRIEN S

to judge vall:ii

an impression SIE 3

a light read SCERR, ARKI/DN B
to take one’s mind off work AEEETE

an intellectual MRTT

to show off S

a publisher AR
self-conscious HRER

a version WA, vk

a cover 1]

an original JRRR JEAN

don't jump to any conclusions AREZERTLEH
don't judge a book by its cover REDISHELA
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I. Is the woman on the train reading a serious book?

2. What is the topic of the biography that the man is reading?

3. Why is the person reading an English textbook?

4. True or false? Our impressions of people are always correct.

5. What do you call a person or company that produces books?

2. BEHEASERHBR TR TG . NENER P EF-IRESERRIFE
NETFHIZRAL,

l. | read fewer than | used to.

| biography impressions trash novels

2. This biography is

| interestingly interested interesting interest
3. lam with this book.
boringly bored boring bore

4. That author is an

| intelligent intelligently intellectual intellectually

5. He keeps telling everybody how great he is. I'm fed up with his showing !

on off up in
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I. Is the woman on the train reading a serious novel?
No, it's a light read.

2. What is the topic of the biography that the man is reading?
A politician's life story.

3. Why is the person reading an English textbook?
She is an English teacher. Perhaps she is preparing for a lesson.

4. True or false? Our impressions of people are always correct.
False. They are often incorrect.

5. What do you call a person or company that produces books?
A publisher.

2. BHEASERHBR TR TG . NENER P EFE-IRESERRIFE
N TR AL,

I. | read fewer novels than | used to.
2. This biography is interesting.

3. 1 am bored with this book.

4. That author is an intellectual.

5. He keeps telling everybody how great he is. I'm fed up with his showing off!
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