BBC Learning English —Real English

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Real English: keep a straight face ZfEARZK

Vicki: This is Real English from BBC Learning English. I'm Vicki.

Chen Li: Pt Rms.  AEARETTH T, RATEZ AT Al ?

Vicki: Today’s new expression is keep a straight face.

Chen Li: Keep a straight face. fRfEMREE— TFg?

Vicki: Well, it's quite simple really. Keep a straight face means that you

don’t laugh or smile, even though you are amused.

Chen Li: P75 4 FE? Vicki?

Vicki: Yes. When you were at school, if you laughed you might get in
trouble and be punished, so you had to keep a straight face.

Chen Li: KWAT. ‘keep a straight face’ w2 iismZ A, NikACEHFHE LT
K, BRSNS 5. Is it easy to use?

Vicki: Well, 1 think so, yes. Just remember ‘keep’ is a verb, so you’ll need
to change the form of the verb sometimes.
So you could say ‘I kept a straight face yesterday’ or ‘1 promise |
will keep a straight face’.

Chen Li: PoniE T .

Insert

A: Look at that man'’s hairstyle!

B: Keep a straight face! If he sees you laughing, he might get angry with us!
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When | was at school | often used to get in trouble for laughing
when | should have kept a straight face.
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No, of course not — | just couldn’t keep a straight face sometimes!
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It can be hard to keep a straight face.
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Yes. If you don’t keep a straight face sometimes, people may get
angry with you.
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But, Chen Li, sometimes it’s ok to laugh.
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To keep a straight face

BRI A K.

You've been listening to Real English from BBC Learning English.

Join us again soon for more up-to-the-minute Real English. Bye.
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