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For 20 years, volunteers examined the UK and Ireland kilometre-by-kilometre,
writing down the flora they found. This so-called plant atlas, made by the
Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland, is the most complete picture of plant life

ever recorded in the UK.

TR, SREFENMNREEMEZRZE RN BE - BMGHE, WD T ITRBLERE
I 9 [B A1 R R 2 e i), XA IR SR o A 10 3 AR S e B A 1B
.

What it shows is a catastrophic decline in flora. The scientists involved say parts
of the landscape have changed so much that someone growing up 70 years ago

would struggle to recognise them today.
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Invasive species are spreading after being planted in gardens and escaping into
the wild, threatening native plants. Intensive farming and climate change are
reducing the range of many of the nation's well-known plants like heather. In
northern mountains, less snowfall means some plants may only survive for a few

more years. But in the south, some plants are expanding northwards.
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1. How long did the scientists examine the flora of the UK and Ireland?

2. True or False? Someone growing up 70 years ago would not see much difference
in parts of the landscape today.

3. Where did invasive species that have escaped into the wild spread from?

4. Why might some plants in northern mountains only survive a few more years?
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1. How long did the scientists examine the flora of the UK and Ireland?

For 20 years, volunteers examined the UK and Ireland kilometre-by-kilometre,
writing down the flora they found.

2. True or False? Someone growing up 70 years ago would not see much difference
in parts of the landscape today.

False. Someone growing up 70 years ago would struggle to recognise parts of
the landscape today.

3. Where did invasive species that have escaped into the wild spread from?
Invasive species are spreading into the wild after being planted in gardens.
4. Why might some plants in northern mountains only survive a few more years?

Because there is less snowfall which means some plants may only survive for
a few more years.
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