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Brain implants help paralysed patient to REHF
walk
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People who have a spinal injury are often unable to walk because the signals from
the brain can't get to the leg muscles when the nerves in between have been

damaged.
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But a Swiss team has short-circuited the injured area by placing two implants on
a 40-year-old Dutch patient's brain, which transmit his thoughts to a third implant

in his lower back.
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Gert-Jan Oskam can use the system for only an hour or so a day because it's tiring,
and the equipment is bulky. Research is still at an experimental stage, but a

leading UK spinal charity called the development "very encouraging".
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1. Why are people with spinal injuries often unable to walk?

2. How has the Swiss team short-circuited the injured area?

3. Why can the patient only use the system for an hour or so a day?

4. What has a leading UK spinal charity said about the development?
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1. Why are people with spinal injuries often unable to walk?

People with spinal injuries are often unable to walk because the signals from the
brain can't get to the leg muscles when the nerves in between have been
damaged.

2. How has the Swiss team short-circuited the injured area?

A Swiss team has placed two implants on the patient's brain which transmit his
thoughts to a third implant in his lower back.

3. Why can the patient only use the system for an hour or so a day?

Gert-Jan Oskam can use the system for only an hour or so a day because it's
tiring, and the equipment is bulky.

4. What has a leading UK spinal charity said about the development?

A leading UK spinal charity called the development "very encouraging".
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