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Killer whale mothers look after sons RIBHF
for life
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The sound of a very close bond. A killer whale mother and son surfacing together,

because in orca family life, offspring stay by their mother's side into adulthood.

MK B & A a] DA PR SR K B R R o E MR [ e B — ke K, B
FERIBEH K A, JEREEREZ G —HAFEREE S,

But sons are particularly dependent on their mums. Well into adulthood, males
will demand to be fed fish by their mothers, even though they're much larger than

females.
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But that close family bond comes at a cost. This new study showed that having a
son cut by half a mother's chance of reproducing again in the future. The scientists
believe that mothers invest so much of their energy and effort in their male
offspring because the biggest, oldest ones tend to father most of the new calves

in a killer whale pod.
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As well as providing an insight into the complex, close-knit lives of these marine
mammals, the findings could help us protect them. Understanding how much it
costs to raise the next generation of orcas is an insight into what these mammals

need to survive.
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1. HICR
bond KFZ, Ay
surfacing AV
offspring JEAR
adulthood RRAE CHD
reproducing £E, B
close-knit SR TGIE
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1. How long do orca offspring stay with their mothers?

2. True or False? Male orcas are much bigger than females.

3. Why do scientists believe orca mothers invest so much in their sons?

4. What benefits could come from the findings of this study?
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1. How long do orca offspring stay with their mothers?

Orca offspring stay by their mother's side into adulthood.

2. True or False? Male orcas are much bigger than females.

True. Males are much larger than females.

3. Why do scientists believe orca mothers invest so much in their sons?

Because the biggest, oldest orcas tend to father most of the new calves in
a killer whale pod.

4. What benefits could come from the findings of this study?
As well as providing an insight into the complex, close-knit lives of these marine
mammals, the findings could help us protect them.
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