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Could ants help to detect cancer? RIEHT
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The researchers from Sorbonne Paris Nord University say they were surprised by
how efficient and reliable the ants were in sniffing out cancer. 70 ants belonging
to the species known as Formica fusca were exposed to urine samples from mice

with and without cancerous cells.
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The study showed they were quickly able to tell the difference between the urine
odour of healthy mice and that of tumour-bearing mice, because they'd learnt to

associate the smell with a treat.
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Scientists now want to see if the insects can do the same for humans. They say

ants are a good option because they learn fast and are not expensive to keep.
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1. What was the scientists' reaction to the ants' ability to detect cancer?
2. How many ants were exposed to mouse urine?

3. True or false? Ants detected cancer in treats that mice were eating.

4. Why are ants a good option for the task of cancer detection?
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1. What was the scientists' reaction to the ants' ability to detect cancer?

The scientists say they were surprised by how efficient and reliable the ants were
in sniffing out cancer.

2. How many ants were exposed to mouse urine?
70 ants were exposed to urine samples from mice.
3. True or false? Ants detected cancer in treats that mice were eating.

False. The ants were quickly able to detect cancer because they'd learnt to
associate the smell with a treat.

4. Why are ants a good option for the task of cancer detection?

Ants are a good option because they learn fast and are not expensive to keep.
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