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Ship restoration: Medieval vessel is RIEHF

‘world's largest 3D puzzle'
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At 30 metres long, weighing 25 tonnes, it's thought this salvage wreck, found in
2002, was built around 1449 from Basque-country wood and was involved in the

lucrative wine trade between Portugal and Bristol (UK).
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Historians believe it fell into the waters around Newport (UK) while being repaired
later that century. Its significance is being compared to the wreck of the 16th

Century Mary Rose and the 17th Century Vasa ship in Sweden.
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Since it was found, each one of the 2,500 individual pieces of wood salvage needed
to undergo a lengthy process of soaking, waxing and freeze-drying before any
reconstruction could take place. And because of the time and capacity
constraints, the process has been split between southeast Wales and the south

coast of England.
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The reassembly could take anywhere between three and ten years, and the hope
in Newport is that it can be a major boost for tourism in the city centre, just as the

Mary Rose has been for Portsmouth (UK).
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reconstruction i, EHPEE

reassembly HFT PR

2. IREME: HERSEXE, BETIRE. (FRALTIO

1. What do people think that this old ship was used to transport?

2. What was happening to the ship in Newport when it fell into the water?
3. How many pieces of wood are being put together to rebuild this old ship?

4. Why is it thought restoring this old ship will be a boost for tourism in Newport?
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1. What do people think that this old ship was used to transport?

It is thought this old ship was involved in the lucrative wine trade between
Portugal and Bristol (UK).

2. What was happening to the ship in Newport when it fell into the water?
Historians believe it fell into the waters around Newport while being repaired.
3. How many pieces of wood are being put together to rebuild this old ship?
2,500 individual pieces of wood are being restored to rebuild this old ship.

4. Why is it thought restoring this old ship will be a boost for tourism in Newport?

Another medieval ship called the Mary Rose was restored and turned out to be
a boost for the city of Portsmouth.
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