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Britain’s loudest bird makes ‘booming’ FHHF
recovery
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The boom of a male bittern doesn’t come from his voice box. Unlike other birds,
he uses muscles around his windpipe to expand his entire gullet into an echo

chamber.
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Scientists count them by listening for those foghorn-like booms that can be heard
from three miles (5km) away. There were estimated to be just 11 males remaining

in the UK in the 1990s.
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Thanks to systematic restoration and re-creation of wetlands that were

previously drained for agriculture, 228 males were counted in 2021.
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Experts say that wetlands are one of the UK’s rare conservation success stories,

and that other birds, including cranes, spoonbills and egrets, have returned to

sites they’d previously vanished from.

BHRIOR, R RIEE AL I BR R IR 2 —, HE83E, Wi,
EEMOY, WOENTZ AR .

1. HICR
boom I I FA) s
gullet il
echo chamber IRz

foghorn-like

(&) BEMB

restoration BE

wetlands 15 Hh

success stories IDRnEX/]]

vanished HRA N,

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2022

bbclearningenglish.com/chinese

Page2of 4




2. REEME. BERxs b E, BETHNE. (BERLTR)
1. How far away can the sound of a bittern be heard?
2. True or false? The bittern’s ‘boom’ sound comes from its voice box.

3. What changes have helped to increase the numbers of bitterns?

4. Has this ‘conservation success story’ only helped bitterns?
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1. How far away can the sound of a bittern be heard?

Scientists count them by listening for those foghorn-like booms that can be
heard from three miles (5km) away.

2. True or false? The bittern’s ‘boom’ sound comes from its voice box.
False. The boom of a male bittern doesn't come from his voice box.
3. What changes have helped to increase the numbers of bitterns?

A systematic restoration and re-creation of wetlands that were previously
drained for agriculture has helped increase the numbers of bitterns.

4. Has this ‘conservation success story’ only helped bitterns?

No. Improvements to wetlands mean other birds, including cranes, spoonbills
and egrets, have returned to sites they previously vanished from.
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