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Vaccine could mean fewer smear tests SR
needed
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Nearly all cases of cervical cancer are caused by human papillomaviruses, known

as HPV.
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A seismic shift in preventing the disease started in 2008 with the introduction of

the HPV vaccine. Cervical cancers have fallen by nearly 90% in those immunised.

2008 £, fiidF HPV & (FEILED MI5IN, ZPIRHITR AE T HRREAR . %
Tl v It B 7 2R S B A TR, B SR IR AR R B T 90%,

Peter Sasieni, a professor of cancer prevention at King's College London, says

the screening programme needs to adapt soon.
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He told Inside Health on Radio 4 that current vaccines meant screening at ages
30, 40 and 55 could be appropriate, and that more effective vaccines being

introduced this year could mean only one test a lifetime.
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No decisions have yet been made about the future of screening, and there is still
a question of how long protection lasts or if a midlife booster is needed, and
regular screening will be needed for decades, due to the generations that have

not been immunised.
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1. What causes nearly all cervical cancer cases?
2. When was the HPV vaccine introduced in the UK?

3. According to Prof Peter Sasieni, what could more effective vaccines being
introduced this year mean?

4. What are some of the questions around the future of cervical screening?
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1. What causes nearly all cervical cancer cases?
HPV causes nearly all cases of cervical cancer.

2. When was the HPV vaccine introduced in the UK?
It was introduced in 2008.

3. According to Prof Peter Sasieni, what could more effective vaccines being
introduced this year mean?

It could mean only one test a lifetime.
4. What are some of the questions around the future of cervical screening?
How long protection lasts, if midlife booster is needed, and regular screening

will be needed for decades, due to the generations that have not been
immunised.
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