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There are 257 forests with Unesco World Heritage status. They cover an area
twice the size of Germany and are formally listed, studied and protected for their

global scientific and natural significance.
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This was the first assessment of exactly how much planet-warming gas they
absorb from the atmosphere. It showed that collectively, these forests soak up
190 million tonnes of carbon every year. But it also revealed that human activity

has turned some of them into net emitters of carbon.
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Illegal logging, agriculture and increasingly frequent wildfires, driven by climate
change over the past two decades, have resulted in ten protected forests

releasing more greenhouse gas than they absorb.
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Just days ahead of the critical UN Climate Conference in Glasgow, the
researchers say the world needs to act now to slash the emissions that have
turned some of the most protected forests on Earth into sources of planet-

warming gas.
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significance HIEMW, BX

assessment A

planet-warming FEAE BRI

absorb WAL

soak up W B
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logging (B%N

releasing FETH
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greenhouse gas T = SR

slash NN
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1. How big is the area covered by forests with Unesco World Heritage status?
2. How many tonnes of carbon do these forests absorb every year?

3. What have illegal logging, agriculture and wildfires caused some of the
protected forests to do?

4. According to researchers, when should we do something to cut the emissions
which the forests are releasing?
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1. How big is the area covered by forests with Unesco World Heritage status?
They cover an area twice the size of Germany.

2. How many tonnes of carbon do these forests absorb every year?

These forests soak up - or absorb - 190 million tonnes of carbon every year.

3. What have illegal logging, agriculture and wildfires caused some of the
protected forests to do?

They have caused ten of these protected forests to release more greenhouse
gas than they absorb.

4. According to researchers, when should we do something to cut the emissions
which the forests are releasing?

Researchers say the world needs to act now to slash the emissions.
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