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Nasa mission to smash into asteroid FOEHE
launches
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A large asteroid striking our planet is an extremely rare event, but the
consequences of a direct hit could be catastrophic. A rock measuring 150 metres
across could release the energy of several nuclear bombs. Even larger objects

could affect life across the world.
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So, Nasa is launching this mission to find out whether it's possible to deflect an
asteroid heading for Earth. In late 2022, the Dart spacecraft will crash into a
space rock called Dimorphos, allowing scientists on the ground to use telescopes

to measure the change in its orbit.
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The impact should only alter the object's speed and path by a small amount, but

over long distances that may be enough to prevent a dangerous space rock from

striking Earth, if we spot it with enough notice.
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1. How often do large asteroids strike the planet?

2. What is this Nasa mission hoping to find out?

3. What is needed if scientists are to stop an asteroid hitting Earth?

4. By how much does the asteroid need to be knocked off its path?
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3. &R
1. How often do large asteroids strike the planet?

It is very unlikely - a large asteroid striking our planet is an extremely rare
event.

2. What is this Nasa mission hoping to find out?

Nasa is launching this mission to find out whether it's possible to deflect an
asteroid heading for Earth.

3. What is needed if scientists are to stop an asteroid hitting Earth?

Scientists need enough notice to prevent a dangerous space rock from striking
Earth.

4. By how much does the asteroid need to be knocked off its path?

It only needs to alter its path by a small amount.
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