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Gene silencing medicine transforms SERHY

crippling pain
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Porphyria can be so painful that people take potent opioid painkillers every day.

Severe attacks need hospital treatment.
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Rather than managing the pain, gene silencing gets to the root cause of the

genetic disease and the build-up of toxic proteins in the body.
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The drug does not alter people's DNA but mutes parts of it to block that protein
production. Trials showed it helped cut attacks by 75%.
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The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence, which advises on drugs in

England, said the therapy would improve people's quality of life and was value

for money.
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Porphyria is a rare disease. But this new treatment shows how gene silencing

therapies are starting to change medicine. Scientists are investigating how the

technology can be used in conditions from Alzheimer's to high blood pressure.
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2. FEER. BERSEE, BETIEE. (BFERLTI
1. True or false? The drug would change people's DNA.
2. What do people with porphyria need if they have severe attacks?

3. What did the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence say about the
therapy?

4. Name two conditions in which scientists are trying to apply this technology.
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1. True or false? The drug would change people's DNA.

False. The drug does not alter people's DNA but mutes parts of it to block that
protein production.

2. What do people with porphyria need if they have severe attacks?
They need hospital treatment.

3. What did the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence say about the
therapy?

It said the therapy would improve people's quality of life and was value for
money.

4. Name two conditions in which scientists are trying to apply this technology.

Alzheimer's and high blood pressure.
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