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Water shrews - the tiny diving mammals SERH
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Water shrews are diminutive, long-snouted mammals. They weigh less than one
AA battery, and lose heat quickly, and burn energy constantly in tiny active

muscles.
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But the ability to feed on all the insect larvae that live on the beds of rivers and
streams has driven them to forage under water. The researchers from the
University of Liverpool created a genetic family tree of related insect-eating

mammals, including hedgehogs and moles.
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They discovered shrews and moles had evolved the ability to store much more
oxygen in their muscles. This allowed water shrews to hold their breath for up to

24 seconds — more than enough time to find all of that hidden aquatic prey.
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1. How much do water shrews weigh?

2. True or false? Water shrews lose heat quickly and burn energy constantly.
3. Which animals mentioned are genetically related to water shrews?

4. How long can water shrews hold their breath for?
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1. How much do water shrews weigh?

Water shrews weigh less than one AA battery.

2. True or false? Water shrews lose heat quickly and burn energy constantly.

True. Water shrews lose heat quickly and burn energy constantly in tiny active
muscles.

3. Which animals mentioned are genetically related to water shrews?

Researchers from the University of Liverpool created a genetic family tree of
related insect-eating mammals, including hedgehogs and moles.

4. How long can water shrews hold their breath for?

Water shrews can hold their breath for up to 24 seconds.
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