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Whale threats from fishing gear YEHF
'underestimated'
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Getting caught up in fishing ropes or nets is one of the biggest threats to whales.
The animals can suffocate or starve after becoming trapped. Reports of very
large whales getting entangled in fishing gear are rare compared with smaller
species, leading to the assumption that the biggest whales might largely avoid

such threats.
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A new study, led by experts at the University of St Andrews in Scotland, cast
doubt on this idea. The researchers analysed images taken by drones of blue and
fin whales in Canada's Gulf of St Lawrence — an important summer feeding

ground for whales.
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Scars seen on the bodies of the whales suggest that 60% of blue whales studied,
and about half of fin whales, had been entangled in nets at some point in their

life.
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The researchers say death from entanglement could tip some whale populations
into decline. The blue and fin whale are the two largest species in the oceans.
Both are endangered, though the blue whale’s starting to make a comeback in

Antarctic waters.
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1. True or false? The new study has found that the biggest whales might largely
avoid becoming trapped in fishing gear.

2. What can happen if a whale becomes trapped?
3. Where did the drones take images of blue and fin whales?

4. According to the researchers, what could death from entanglement result in?
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1. True or false? The new study has found that the biggest whales might largely
avoid becoming trapped in fishing gear.

False. The new study suggests the assumption that the biggest whales
might largely avoid becoming trapped in fishing gear is uncertain.

2. What can happen if a whale becomes trapped?

It can suffocate or starve after becoming trapped.

3. Where did the drones take images of blue and fin whales?

The drones took images of blue and fin whales in Canada's Gulf of St Lawrence.
4. According to the researchers, what could death from entanglement result in?

Death from entanglement could tip some whale populations into decline.
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