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Scientists explain magnetic pole's FBHF

wanderings
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At the top of the world, there is a place where magnetic field lines point
vertically into the Earth's surface. It's called the North Magnetic Pole and it

wanders over time.
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Back in the early nineteenth century, it was sighted in the north of Canada and
was drifting only slowly to slightly higher latitudes. But then in the 1990s, it took

off, racing across the Arctic towards Russia.
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A European team, led from Leeds University, has now tied this dramatic
movement to specific changes in the flow of molten iron in the Earth's outer
core — the dynamo that creates and sustains its magnetic field. World navigation
systems have just been updated to account for the pole’s rapid movement, which

the scientists say, could continue for decades yet.
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1. True or false? The Earth’s North Magnetic Pole stays in the same place.
2. What is the North Magnetic Pole?

3. What was sighted in the early nineteenth century?

4. How long could the pole’s rapid movement last, according to scientists?
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1. True or false? The Earth’s North Magnetic Pole stays in one place.
False. The Earth’s North Magnetic Pole wanders over time.

2. What is the North Magnetic Pole?

It is a place where magnetic field lines point vertically into the Earth's surface
at the top of the world.

3. What was sighted in the early nineteenth century?

The North Magnetic Pole was sighted in the north of Canada and it was drifting
only slowly to slightly higher latitudes.

4. How long could the pole’s rapid movement last, according to scientists?

Scientists say the pole’s rapid movement could continue for decades yet.
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