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Deadly olive tree disease spreads JEHE
across Europe
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Xylella is considered to be one of the most dangerous pathogens for plants
anywhere in the world. Transmitted by sap-sucking insects, the bacterium has
caused Italy’s olive production to decline by 60% since it was first discovered in

2013. The infection has now been found in trees in Spain, France and Portugal.
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As there are no treatment at present, researchers modelled what would happen
if olive trees were wiped out across major producing countries. They suggest
that the economic cost to Europe would be in excess of €20 billion, with likely

shortages and price increases for consumers of olive oil.
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The researchers say that the best hope of avoiding the drastic scenario is to

develop resistant varieties of olive trees. While this approach may be slow, the

authors say, it’s by far the best option in the long run.
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1. True or false? The infection of Xylella has been found in trees in several countries
in Europe.

2. How is Xylella transmitted?

3. What would be the economic cost to Europe if olive trees were wiped out
across major producing countries?

4. What is the best option for avoiding the trees being wiped out by the disease,
according to researchers?
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1. True or false? The infection of Xylella has been found in trees in several countries
in Europe.

True. The infection has now been found in trees in Italy, Spain, France and
Portugal.

2. How is Xylella transmitted?
Xylella is transmitted by sap-sucking insects.

3. What would be the economic cost to Europe if olive trees were wiped out
across major producing countries?

Researchers suggest that it would be more than €20 billion, with likely
shortages and price increases for consumers of olive oil.

4. What is the best option for avoiding the trees being wiped out by the disease,
according to researchers?

According to researchers, the best hope of avoiding the drastic scenario is to
develop resistant varieties of olive trees.

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2020
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 4 of 4



