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Australia’s ‘catastrophic’ fires continue Pk S
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Summer is still officially two weeks away, yet Australia has rarely - if ever - seen fires of
such intensity. A ‘code red’ warning has been issued in the state of Victoria for the first

time in almost a decade.
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In neighbouring South Australia, communities on the Yorke Peninsula, west of Adelaide,
have witnessed voracious walls of flame. In New South Wales, six people have died in the

fires in recent weeks and more than 600 homes have been destroyed.
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Sydney has again been choked by a toxic smoky haze from nearby blazes. As the flames

rage so does the debate about the impact of climate change.
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The government here insists there is no direct evidence linking warmer, drier conditions to
this Australian crisis. However, scientists and the nation's official weather bureau say the

proof is there for all to see.

BRI BUR AR, A BRI R AR IR . TR AR AR5 IR K e
BT K. HEAFK SRANW N E K E AR /&R, IR R0 5 K.

. ECER

intensity SREE, A ZURERE

code red ANGRE

voracious CR3D ISR

choked WA TE B, A 55 78 e Y
toxic HEH)

rage CRFBEIR) HE

climate change SAEAR A,

proof EE

2. PIREEME. WERT L, FETHRE o (FERLTI
|. How often has Australia seen such intense fires?
2. What is ‘choking’ Sydney and making it difficult for people there to breathe?

3. True or false? There are strong feelings and anger in the discussions about the impact of
climate change.

4. Why does the Australian government think that the fires are not caused by climate
change?
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I. How often has Australia seen such intense fires?

Hardly ever (rarely), or possibly never (if ever).

2. What is ‘choking’ Sydney and making it difficult for people there to breathe?
Sydney has again been choked by a toxic smoky haze from nearby blazes.

3. True or false? There are strong feelings and anger in the discussions about the impact of
climate change.

True. As the flames rage so does the debate about the impact of climate
change. (Rage can describe a strong feeling of anger.)

4. Why does the Australian government think that the fires are not caused by climate
change!?

The government insists there is no direct evidence linking warmer, drier
conditions to this Australian crisis.
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