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Plans for new register for home-educated FEHHT

children
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The number of children who have not been receiving education in schools in England has
more than doubled in five years, to around 60,000. There are many reasons for leaving
mainstream education, including a lack of support for special needs, religious reasons
or purely out of personal choice, but some of these children are not visible to local

authorities.
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The government is now proposing setting up a new register for all children not studying in
school. The aim is to help councils intervene when a child's education hasn't been up to

scratch or to identify those at risk of harm.
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Ofsted [Office for Standards in Education] has said the proposals are a step in the right

direction. But some parents who home-educate their children claim the register would be

an unwanted intrusion into their lives.
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mainstream education

TR HE

special needs
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I. True or false? Parents can choose whether to home-educate their children or not.

2. What has happened to the number of children being home-educated in England?

3. How will setting up a register help local councils monitor home-educated children?

4. According to the report, how pleased are some parents about the proposal to set up a

register?
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I. True or false? Parents can choose whether to home-educate their children or not.
True. There are many reasons for leaving mainstream education, including

doing it purely out of personal choice.

2. What has happened to the number of children being home-educated in England?

The number has more than doubled in five years, to around 60,000.

3. How will setting up a register help local councils monitor home-educated children?
It’s hoped it will allow councils to intervene when a child's education hasn't

been up to standard or to identify those at risk of harm.

4. According to the report, how pleased are some parents about the proposal to set up a
register?
Not very pleased. Some parents who home-educate their children claim the

register would be an unwanted intrusion into their lives.
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