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Novel antibiotic effectively kills bacteria RIEHY
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Bacteria becoming resistant to antibiotics is making some infections incredibly difficult
to treat, and new drugs are in scarce supply. Cefiderocol uses a new clever approach. It
sticks to the mineral iron which bacteria need to absorb in order to survive. Once

Cefiderocol is smuggled inside the bacterial cell, it kills it.
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The antibiotic has been tested on nearly 450 people with either a kidney or urinary tract
infection. Much larger trials are needed but the results reported in the Lancet Infectious

Diseases journal show the new antibiotic appears to be as effective as current treatment.
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I. Why can some infections be difficult to kill?

2. How does Cefiderocol work?

3. True or False: There has been no trialling of this drug at all.

4. Is Cefiderocol as good at treating bacterial infections as current antibiotics?
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I. Why can some infections be difficult to kill?
Some infections can be difficult to treat because bacteria can become

resistant to antibiotics and new drugs are in scarce supply.

2. How does Cefiderocol work?
Cefiderocol sticks to iron, which gets absorbed into the bacterial cell. Once

inside, it kills it.

3. True or False: There has been no trialling of this drug at all.
False. The antibiotic has been tested on nearly 450 people with either a

kidney or urinary tract infection.

4. Is Cefiderocol as good at treating bacterial infections as current antibiotics?
The results reported in the Lancet Infectious Diseases journal show the new

antibiotic appears to be as effective as current treatment.
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