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Killing rats could save coral reefs HEIE
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On the tropical Chagos Islands in the Indian Ocean, this is the sound of rat-free territory —
teeming with birdlife. The remote archipelago of 60 islands is now a natural laboratory.
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While some islands are rat-free, others that were visited historically by ships are now home
to the invasive rodents. And rats, scientists found, dramatically reduce the health of a
coral reef surrounding an infested island.
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By killing seabirds, the rats deprive a reef of nutrient-rich seabird droppings that naturally
fertilise it. The researchers working on the archipelago found that rat-free islands' reefs
were much healthier, with more and significantly larger fish.
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With coral reefs under threat from climate change, the scientists are now advocating rat
eradication on islands around the world to protect some of the most diverse ecosystems
in the ocean.
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I. Why have some islands become infested with rats and others not?

2. True or false? It's the droppings from rats that damage the coral reefs.

3. What have

researchers found that leads to larger fish in the sea around some islands?

4. Why do researchers think coral reefs should be protected?
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I. Why have some islands become infested with rats and others not?
In the past, ships that visited certain islands, brought rats with them which

stayed on the island and started to breed.

2. True or false? It's the droppings from rats that damage the coral reefs.
False. The problem has nothing to do with rats' droppings. The coral reefs need
nutrient-rich seabird droppings that naturally fertilise it but this is reduced if

the rats kill the seabirds.

3. What have researchers found that leads to larger fish in the sea around some islands?
The researchers working on the archipelago found that rat-free islands reefs

were much healthier, with more and significantly larger fish.

4. Why do researchers think coral reefs should be protected?
They think that coral reefs are under threat from climate change and need

protecting.
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