BBC LEARNING ENGLISH —
Media English ZE{&SE LEARNING

ENGLISH

Mount Etna is 'sliding towards the sea’ KIEHF
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The Open University geologist John Murray has spent almost half a century studying
Europe's premier volcano.

In that time, he's placed a network of high-precision GPS stations around the mountain
to monitor its behaviour. The instrumentation senses tiny changes in the shape of the
volcanic cone; and with | | years of data, it’'s now obvious Etna is moving in an east-south-
east direction.

The motion is small. But volcanoes that have shown this kind of trend can suffer
catastrophic collapses on their leading flank. Dr Murray's team stress there is no
evidence that this is about to happen at Etna, but say the slide will need close attention in
the years ahead.
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I. What did the geologist place around Mount Etna during his study?

2. How many years of data have the scientists acquired to establish that Mount Etna has

slid?

3. True or false? According to the research team, there is no reason to believe that the volcano’s

flank is about to collapse.

4. Which verb in the text means ‘regularly check and observe the progress of something’?
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I. What did the geologist place around Mount Etna during his study?
The geologist placed a network of high-precision GPS stations around the
mountain.

2. How many years of data have the scientists acquired to establish that Mount Etna has
slid?
|1 years.

3. True or false? According to the research team, there is no reason to believe that the volcano’s
flank is about to collapse.

True. Dr Murray's team stress there is no evidence that Etna will suffer a
catastrophic collapse on its leading flank.

4. Which verb in the text means ‘regularly check and observe the progress of something’?
Monitor.
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