BBC LEARNING ENGLISH —
Media English ZE{&3E e

ENGLISH

UK proposes coffee cup ‘latte levy’ I
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When MPs proposed a levy on throwaway coffee cups, it caught the public’s imagination.
The MPs said the idea could radially cut the number of cups littering the streets and nudge

coffee shops to providing recyclable cups.

The government said it wasn’t convinced that the recycling industry could handle
supposedly recyclable cups that were actually covered in cold cappuccino froth. Ministers
said shop owners could offer discounts for coffee drinkers carrying their own cups. But the
MPs said taxes would prove much more effective than discounts and accused the

government of not taking plastic waste seriously.

The government denied that and said the situation was too complex to rush into hasty

solutions.
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|. How did the public react when MPs proposed a levy on throwaway coffee cups?

2. What benefits did MPs believe it would have?

3. What problem did the government believe the recycling industry can’t handle?

4. What did MPs accuse the government of?
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|. How did the public react when MPs proposed a levy on throwaway coffee cups?
When MPs proposed a levy on throwaway coffee cups, it caught the public’s

imagination.

2. What benefits did MPs believe it would have?
The MPs said the idea could radially cut the number of cups littering the streets

and nudge coffee shops to providing recyclable cups.

3. What problem did the government believe the recycling industry can’t handle?
Recycling supposedly recyclable cups that were actually covered in cold

cappuccino froth.

4. What did MPs accuse the government of?

MPs accused the government of not taking plastic waste seriously.
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