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Black Death 'spread by humans not rats’ TEH T
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Scientists used historical records from plague outbreaks in nine European cities, building

a picture of how the disease spread.
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They then compared the actual spread to three computer-simulated outbreaks: One
where the disease was transmitted by rat fleas, one where it was airborne and another

that modelled the transmission by fleas and lice that live on humans and their clothes.
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Their conclusion: human lice caused the pandemic because this model mimicked the

actual spread of the Black Death much more closely than the others.
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historical records
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outbreaks

B HEK

computer-simulated
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I. True or false? Researchers illustrated how the Black Death disease spread by painting a

picture.

2. How many outbreaks of the disease did researchers get the computer to simulate?

3. Name somewhere mentioned in the report where fleas and lice lived on humans.

4. Why do experts think this research gives a more accurate explanation about who spread

the disease?
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I. True or false? Researchers illustrated how the Black Death disease spread by painting a
picture.

False. The term 'building a picture' used in the report means 'developing
a better understanding'.

2. How many outbreaks of the disease did researchers get the computer to simulate?
Researchers compared the actual spread to three computer-simulated
outbreaks.

3. Name somewhere mentioned in the report where fleas and lice lived on humans.
A computer simulation looked at fleas and lice that live on humans and
their clothes.

4. Why do experts think this research gives a more accurate explanation about who spread
the disease?

This model mimicked the actual spread of the Black Death much more closely
than other models.
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