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Plastic threatens coral reefs YRR
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Discarded plastic bags, water bottles and food wrappers: researchers say they were

saddened to find so much plastic tangled around delicate corals.
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After surveying |59 coral reefs across the Asia Pacific region, they estimated that | |
billion items of plastic are polluting coral reefs and this could reach more than |5 billion by

2025.
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The scientists say there's a link with diseases that can kill coral. Outbreaks are 20 times

more likely when plasticis present.
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discarded W EFW

saddened i, ..
tangled Moe. LA
delicate HE 55
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I. Which words used in the report emphasise that there is a lot of plastic tangled around
the coral?

2. How many more billions of plastic items are expected to pollute the coral reefs by 2025?
3. What have scientists found occurs more when there is plasticin the ocean?

4. True or false? The scientist's findings were the result of surveying all the coral reefs in

the Asia Pacific region.
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I. Which words used in the report emphasise that there is a lot of plastic tangled around
the coral?

'So much' - "researchers say they were saddened to find so much plastic

tangled around delicate corals."

2. How many more billions of plastic items are expected to pollute the coral reefs by 2025?
Four billion more. Scientists estimated that || billion items of plastic are

polluting coral reefs and this could reach more than 15 billion by 2025.

3. What have scientists found occurs more when there is plasticin the ocean?

They say outbreaks of diseases are 20 times more likely when plastic is present.

4. True or false? The scientist's findings were the result of surveying all the coral reefs in
the Asia Pacific region.
False. The scientists surveyed 159 coral reefs across the Asia Pacific

region.
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