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'World's longest cave' discovered FEHF
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The group of divers spent months exploring a maze of underwater channels near the
Mexican beach resort of Tulum. Parts of the region were inhabited by the ancient Mayan
civilisation before the Spanish conquest in the |6th century.
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With more than 200 caves, they thought there was chance that something record-
breaking would be found below the surface - they just had no proof — until now. For the
team has discovered that one large cavern, Sac Actun, is actually connected to another,
Dos Ojos, creating a 350km-long cave. Now for size, that's the equivalent of 7,000 Olympic
swimming poolsin length and in places up to 100m deep.
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And it's not just the size that matters. The area also hosts a wealth of historical treasures.
Guillermo de Anda is director of the Gran Acuifero Maya project. He said the discovery
would help them better understand the rich culture in the region.
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But while its size makes this the longest underwater cave, it can't take the title of longest
cave. That belongs to the mammoth cave complexin the American hillsides of Kentucky —
thought to be near double the length. They'll need to keep diving to beat that one.
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I. Why did a group of divers have to explore these caves!?

2. Why is this cave longer than previously thought?

3. True or false? You could fit the length of 7,000 Olympic swimming pools inside this cave.

4. Before the discovery of this new cave, was there any real evidence that it existed?
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I. Why did a group of divers have to explore these caves?
Divers had the explore the caves because they were underwater.

2. Why is this cave longer than previously thought?
Two large caverns are connected, creating a 350km long cave.

3. True or false? You could fit the length of 7,000 Olympic swimming pools inside this cave.
True. The new cave is the equivalent of 7,000 Olympic swimming pools in
length and in places up to 100m deep.

4. Before the discovery of this new cave, was there any real evidence that it existed?
No. It was thought that something record-breaking would be found
below the surface - but there was no proof.
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