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Aude Picard-Wolff says she's long been troubled by this French habit of the 'bise' - that is
the systematic way among people who don't necessarily know each other very well at all,
notably in the workplace, of kissing each other or at least feigning to, one, two or three
times on the cheek.

The problem is not so much that it's a gross waste of time or a germ hazard, it's more that
as a woman, she feels uncomfortable. Mainly in France, men do not give the bise to other
men, except in the close family, but women feel automatically obliged to give and receive it
with everyone.

So for Aude Picard-Wolff, in a very small way, it's an indicator of sexual inequality.
What started as a personal initiative, has now gained nationwide coverage in France and
Aude Picard-Wolff says she's been overwhelmed by the emails of support, mainly from
women who say that they too have had enough of the bise and want the option, especially
at work, of a frank, friendly handshake.

In many countries, like the UK, the handshake has given ground over the years to the
continental kiss, French style. It would be irony indeed if the French now started the
process in reverse.
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I. Which people did Aude Picard-Wolff not want to kiss on the cheeks?

2. Why did Aude Picard-Wolff not want to give the bise (kiss on the cheeks) to her work
colleagues?

3. How would Aude Picard-Wolff and her supporters, prefer to greet people at work?

4. True or false? It is currently law for women to give the bise to everyone but not for men.

R

I. Which people did Aude Picard-Wolff not want to kiss on the cheeks?
She did not want to kiss on the cheeks with people she worked with.

2. Why did Aude Picard-Wolff not want to give the bise (kiss on the cheeks) to her work

colleagues?
She felt it was sexist and she wants both men and women to greet each other in

the same way.

3. How would Aude Picard-Wolff and her supporters, prefer to greet people at work?
She wants to greet her work colleagues with a handshake.

4. True or false? It is currently law for women to give the bise to everyone but not for men.
False. It is not law but women feel automatically obliged to give and receive the
bise with everyone.
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