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This research suggests that London is taking an increasing share of the secondary
schools where pupils make the most progress. But places such as Blackpool and Hartlepool
(in the north of England) are being left even further behind as debates about social

mobility increasingly focus on regional differences.

The study says deprived areas of London can have more high-performing schools than
better-off areas outside the capital. David Laws, the think tank's chair and a former

education minister, said the widening inequality was "shocking".

But the Department for Education said that its investments in disadvantaged areas would

help to spread opportunities more evenly across the country.
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I. According to this research, in which area are school children likely to have a better
chance of making significant progress?

2. Do poorer areas of London have more high-performing schools than in some more
affluent areas of England?

3. True or false? David Laws feels the inequality between different regions of the UK is a good
thing.

4. What is the Department for Education doing to equal out the differences across the
country?

R

|. According to this research, in which area are school children likely to have a better
chance of making significant progress?

This research suggests that London is taking an increasing share of the
secondary schools where pupils make the most progress.

2. Do poorer areas of London have more high-performing schools than in some more
affluent areas of England?

Yes. The study says deprived areas of London can have more high-performing
schools than better-off areas outside the capital.

3. True or false? David Laws feels the inequality between different regions of the UK is a good
thing.
False. He says the widening inequality was "shocking".

4. What is the Department for Education doing to equal out the differences across the
country?

It is investing in disadvantaged areas to help spread opportunities more evenly
across the country.
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