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Last year DeepMind's AlphaGo programme took on and beat two of the world's best
players of the Chinese game of Go - a feat seen as a milestone in the development of
artificial intelligence. That programme was trained by first giving it vast amounts of data
from amateur and professional games.

The new AlphaGo Zero began with a blank board and nothing but the rules of Go and set
about playing against itself. Within three days it was so advanced that it took on the
previous version, which had taken months to develop, and defeated it by a hundred games
to zero.

DeepMind says that creating knowledge from first principles without learning from human
expertise is an important step in developing artificial intelligence. The company's founder
Demis Hassabis said this breakthrough could help in real world problems such as designing
new drugs or discovering new materials.
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I. What did the AlphaGo programme first need to help beat the world's best players of Go!?
2. True or false! The new version of AlphaGo won every game against the older version.

3. How much help did this new version of AlphaGo need to win the game of Go so quickly?

4. True or false? The company says that it will be using AlphaGo to discover new drugs
next.

R

I. What did the AlphaGo programme first need to help beat the world's best players of Go?
Vast (very large) amounts of data from amateur and professional games.

2. True or false? The new version of AlphaGo won every game against the older version.
True. The new version was so advanced that it took on the previous version and defeated
it by a hundred games to zero.

3. How much help did this new version of AlphaGo need to win the game of Go so quickly?
Not much help. The new AlphaGo Zero began with a blank board and nothing but the rules
of Go.

4. True or false? The company says that it will be using AlphaGo to discover new drugs
next.

False. The company's founder Demis Hassabis said this breakthrough could — but not
definitely - help in real world problems such as designing new drugs.
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