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The slim bronze disc was discovered during the excavation of the Esmeralda shipwreck
- a Portuguese vessel that was exploring the Indian Ocean when it sank in a storm in
1503.

The object is decorated with a royal coat of arms, but laser scanning also revealed
faint etchings around its edges, each separated by five degrees. It confirms that this is an
astrolabe - an instrument used by mariners to measure the height of the sun above the
horizon, enabling them to navigate the seas.

Only around one hundred of these items have been found, and this one most likely dates
to the late fifteenth century, making it the earliest known example by several decades.
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|. How was the slim bronze disc discovered?

2. True or false: Faint etchings can be easily seen with the naked eye around the disc’s edges.
3. What is an astrolabe used for?

4. True or false: Around one hundred of these items have been found, and all of them are the
earliest known astrolabes.
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|. How was the slim bronze disc discovered?

The slim bronze disc was discovered during the excavation of the Esmeralda
shipwreck - a Portuguese vessel that was exploring the Indian Ocean when it
sank in a storm in 1503.

2. True or false: Faint etchings can be easily seen with the naked eye around the disc’s edges.
False. According to the article, it was laser scanning that revealed faint etchings
around its edges, each separated by five degrees.

3. What is an astrolabe used for?
The astrolabe is an instrument used by mariners to measure the height of the
sun above the horizon, enabling them to navigate the seas.

4. True or false: Around one hundred of these items have been found, and all of them are the
earliest known astrolabes.

False. While it is true that around 100 of these items have been found, this one
most likely dates to the late fifteenth century, making it the earliest known
example by several decades.
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