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Size matters when it comes to extinction
risk
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From the hog-nosed bat to the banana frog, some of the world's smallest and most
endangered animals aren't exactly well known.

Researchers fear these tiniest of creatures are being overlooked in conservation efforts.
An international team made a data base of thousands of animals to look at the relationship
between body mass and extinction risk.

A clear pattern emerged: animals at both ends of the scale face bigger extinction risks
than those in the middle.

Human hunting threatens the heavyweights, meanwhile featherweights are losing vital
habitat as land is cleared for development.

Scientists say urgent action is needed on both fronts to help slow the ongoing wave of
extinctions.
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I. What is the relationship between body mass and extinction risk that scientists found?
2. Why are featherweights losing their habitat?

3. What do the scientists say we should do about the wave of extinctions?

4. Which word in the text means ‘a regular or repeated way in which something happens’?

ER

I. What is the relationship between body mass and extinction risk that scientists found?
Animals at both ends of the scale face bigger extinction risks than those in the
middle.

2. Why are featherweights losing their habitat?
Featherweights are losing their vital habitat because the land is being cleared
for development.

3. What do the scientists say we should do about the wave of extinctions!?
Scientists say urgent action is needed on both fronts to help slow the ongoing
wave of extinctions.

4. Which word in the text means ‘a regular or repeated way in which something happens’?
Pattern.
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