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Every year a United Nations’ conservation body publishes a so called ‘red list’ of species

at risk of extinction. And as usual, the latest report makes grim reading. More than

twenty thousand different types of animals, plants and insects are said to be threatened.

Six kinds of ash tree in North America, a mainstay of forest there, are now listed as being
in danger from an invasive beetle. In Africa, antelopes joined the ranks of creatures

threatened by poaching and by people clearing forests.

And in Madagascar, a hotspot for biodiversity, new studies of insects have found that

nearly half of all species of grasshopper and millipede are endangered.

The beautiful snow leopard which lives in the mountains of Central Asia is judged to be ina
slightly healthier state than it was. But that's disputed by some researchers who say not
enough is known about the elusive animal to assume that it really is a step further away

from extinction.
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I. The ‘red list’ roughly contains how many species that are endangered?

2. Why have antelopes joined other endangered species on the list?

3. True or false? In Africa, nearly half of all species of grasshopper are endangered.

4. Which word in the text means ‘not agreeing about something’?
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I. The ‘red list’ roughly contains how many species that are endangered?
More than twenty thousand different types of animals, plants and insects are
said to be threatened.

2. Why have antelope joined other endangered species on the list?
Because antelopes are threatened by poaching and by people clearing forests.

3. True or false? In Africa, nearly half of all species of grasshopper are endangered.
True. The same applies to millipede.

4. Which word in the text means ‘not agreeing about something’?
Disputed.
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