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Ancestor of all flowers revealed by

scientists
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From roses and lilies to cherry trees and wheat, there are hundreds of thousands of species
of flowering plants, and every single one of them traces back to a single ancestral flower

that grew 140 million years ago.

Now by analysing the evolutionary differences between living species to track how the
floral features have changed over time, scientists have been able to reconstruct this
ancient bloom’s appearance. And instead of the primitive-looking species they were

expecting, a complex, multi-part organism has emerged.

The flower had concentric circles of petal-like features which are grouped in sets of

threes, with multiple male and female reproductive organs.

Some questions about this species remain, such as its colour and size. Scientists say a fossil
of the bloom could help, although no floral relics from this ancient period have yet been

found.
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I. What kind of plants are roses and lilies?
2. Is the ancestral flower a very primitive looking plant?
3. True or false? Scientists have found evidence of the first flower from fossils.

4. Which word in the text means ‘a distinctive attribute or aspect of something’?
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I. What kind of plants are roses and lilies?
Roses and lilies are flowering plants.

2. Is the ancestral flower a very primitive looking plant?
No, according to the text, the ancestral flower is a complex, multi part
organism.

3. True or false? Scientists have found evidence of the first flower from fossils.
False. There are no floral relics from this ancient period yet.

4. Which word in the text means ‘distinctive attributes or aspects of something’?
Features.
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