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For petrol and diesel cars and vans, the end is nigh.

France has committed to phasing out sales of them by 2040. The UK now officially

matches that ambition.

In the meantime, the government must deal with illegal levels of air pollution mainly from
diesel vehicles. In April, it was ordered by the High Court to present by 31 July a
strategy for cleaning up the UK’s polluted air. That would include tackling emissions of all

types of pollution.

Ministers have defied the court, though, by producing only a plan for roadside emissions

of the pollutant nitrogen dioxide associated with diesels.
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I. When will petrol and diesel cars and vans be banned in the UK?

2. Which type of vehicles produce the highest illegal levels of air pollution in the country?

3. True or false? The government was ordered to present a strategy to deal with emissions of all

types of pollution.

4. Which word in the text means ‘a specific plan to achieve a goal’?

Media English

bbclearningenglish.com/chinese

© British Broadcasting Corporation 2017
Page 2 of 3




R

I. When will petrol and diesel cars and vans be banned in the UK?
Diesel and petrol cars and vans will be banned in the UK from 2040.

2. Which type of vehicles produce the highest illegal levels of air pollution in the country?
According to the text, diesel vehicles produce the highest illegal levels of air
pollution in the UK.

3. True or false? The government was ordered to present a strategy to deal with emissions of all

types of pollution.
True. The order by the High Court would include tackling emissions of all types

of pollution.

4. Which word in the text means ‘a specific plan to achieve a goal’?
Strategy.
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