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Large-scale study ‘'shows neonic pesticides RES:E &
harm bees'
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Much research on neonicotinoid pesticides has been carried out in labs. But this study
has assessed their impact in the wider environment. The researchers found that

bumblebees and solitary bees exposed to the pesticides were less likely to produce new
queens. For honeybees in the UK and Hungry, hives were more likely to die off over the

winter.

Professor Richard Pywel is from the Centre for Quality and Hydrology in the UK.
‘This is important because many crops globally are insect pollinated. Without pollinators

we would struggle to produce some foods.’

Some environmental campaigners say these findings should spell the end for
neonicotinoids. But a manufacturer says they're convinced their product isn't bad for bees
and highlighted part of a study that showed honeybees in Germany were not affected by the

pesticides.
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I. Where most of the previous studies of neonicotinoid pesticides were carried out?

2. What impact did neonicotinoid pesticides have on bumblebees?

3. True or false? Honeybees in all countries were affected by the pesticides.

4. Which word in the text means ‘results of investigations or research”?
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I. Where most of the previous studies of neonicotinoid pesticides were carried out?
Previous studies were mostly carried out in labs.

2. What impact did neonicotinoid pesticides have on bumblebees?
The study showed bumblebees exposed to pesticides are less likely to produce
new queen bees.

3. True or false? Honeybees in all countries were dffected by the pesticides.
False. Part of the study showed honeybees in Germany were not affected by the

pesticides.

4. Which word in the text means ‘results of investigations or research’?
Findings.
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