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Book sales hit a record as children's fiction PR

gains in popularity
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With the rise of the Kindle and other e-readers, it did once look as though the publishing

industry was going to suffer a period of severe digital disruption.

But last year, sales of physical books rose by 8%, with readers showing particular
enthusiasm for non-fiction and children’s books. Meanwhile, there was a 17% fall in
sales of consumer ebooks, although online journals, academic titles and audio books

helped the publishing industry boost its overall digital revenues.

Harry Potter and the Cursed Child was the bestselling book of 2016, with one and a half
million copies sold. It seems parents are much happier seeing children reading on paper

rather than screens.
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. What is a Kindle?

2. What kinds of books contributed to the increase in physical book sales?

3. True or false? Parents prefer children to read books on digital devices.

4. Which word in the text means ‘selling in greater quantities than others of the same kind’?
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I. What is a Kindle?
Kindle is a type of e-reader. Books are stored digitally on an e-reader.

2. What kinds of books contributed to the increase in physical book sales?
Non-fiction books and children’s books contributed to the increase of physical
book sales by 8%.

3. True or false? Parents prefer children to read books on digital devices.
False. Parents prefer children to read books on paper rather than on screens,
hence the rise in children’s paper book sales.

4. Which word in the text means ‘selling in greater quantities than others of the same kind’?
Bestselling.
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