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Two-thirds of Great Barrier Reef damaged RES::&-

in 'unprecedented’ bleaching
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For the first time mass bleaching has affected the Great Barrier Reef in consecutive
years. When it bleaches, the coral isn’t dead, but it does become far more fragile and can

eventually die.

What concerns Australian researchers is that more frequent bleaching, which is caused by
rising water temperatures, makes it harder for the reef to recover. The scientists are
warning Australia that to save one of nature’s true wonders it must take decisive action on

climate change.

The Great Barrier Reef is home to more than 130 species of sharks, 500 types of worms

and 1,600 varieties of fish.
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|. What happened to the corals last year?

2. What is the cause of coral bleaching?

3. True or false? Bleaching will kill the corals immediately or soon after it happens.

4. Which phrase in the text means ‘changes to weather over a long period of time’?

Media English

bbclearningenglish.com/chinese

© British Broadcasting Corporation 2017
Page 2 of 3




R

I. What happened to the corals last year?
The Great Barrier Reef suffered bleaching last year as well as this year.

2. What is the cause of coral bleaching?
Rising water temperature is the cause of coral bleaching.

3. True or false? Bleaching will kill the corals immediately or soon after it happens.
False. Bleaching won’t kill the corals immediately, but makes coral fragile and

die eventually.

4. Which word in the text means ‘changes to weather over a long period of time’?
Climate change.
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