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Sea otters are often seen floating on their backs hammering at clams with rocks. They

break open the shells to reveal a tasty meal inside.

New research suggests, even the ancestors of sea otters living millions of years ago knew
how to do this. That’s according to a genetic study of otters living off the Californian

coast.

They are not the only marine mammals to use tools. Dolphins in Australia have been
seen to use sponges to protect their noses when scouting for fish on the sea floor. But in
dolphins, this seems to be a relatively new invention, happening less than 200 years ago.
Evidence, say the scientists, that sea otters are very smart and have a natural ability to

use tools.
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I. What are sea otters often seen doing, according to the text?

2. What have dolphins in Australia been seen to use tools for?

3. True or false? In sea otters, using tools seems to be a relatively recent activity.

4. Which word in the text means ‘the information that shows if something is true or not"?
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I. What are sea otters often seen doing, according to the text?
Sea otters are often seen floating on their backs hammering at clams with rocks,
according to the text.

2. What have dolphins in Australia been seen to use tools for?
They have been seen to use sponges to protect their noses when scouting for
fish on the sea floor.

3. True or false? In sea otters, using tools seems to be a relatively recent activity.
False. New research suggests, even the ancestors of sea otters living millions of
years ago knew how to use tools.

4. Which word in the text means ‘the information that shows if something is true or not"?
Evidence.
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