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Orangutan squeaks reveal language KR

evolution, says study
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The researchers spent thousands of hours listening to these communicative ‘kiss squeaks’,

analysing almost 5,000 squeaks from 48 individual orangutans.

They homed in on these sounds in particular because they’re formed in a similar way to
our consonants. Just like our /t/ and /p/ sounds, kiss squeaks are made using the lips and

tongue to control air flow rather than using the voice in calling out.

With this painstaking listening exercise and observing the animals as they communicated,
the team revealed that orangutans combine multiple kiss squeaks in different orders,
apparently conveying different messages. The scientists say that’s an early glimpse of how
our ancestors began to combine consonants and vowels, and that these could be the

purse-lipped building blocks of our very earliest multi-syllable words.

Media English © British Broadcasting Corporation 2017
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page | of 3



WICR

squeaks FLAE Y

orangutans aEEE

homed in on HERVET

consonants N

air flow i

painstaking AR L, RO
glimpse LT 1) S 2 B i
vowels =y

purse-lipped R 5

building blocks

TERE, EARER

multi-syllable

EZ-mH

L

BT IRIE I E & T 5 A

I. How many individual orangutans were involved in the study?

2. Why did the researchers put focus on the ‘kiss squeaks’ in particular?

3. True or false? Kiss squeaks are made using the voice.

4. Which word in the text means ‘the early forms of species from which others have

evolved”?
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|. How many individual orangutans were involved in the study?
There were 48 individual orangutans involved in the study.

2. Why did the researchers put focus on the ‘kiss squeaks’ in particular?
The researchers put focus on the ‘kiss squeaks’ in particular because they’re
formed in a similar way to our consonants.

3. True or false? Kiss squeaks are made using the voice.
False. Just like our /t/ and /p/ sounds, kiss squeaks are made using the lips and
tongue to control air flow rather than using the voice in calling out.

4. Which word in the text means ‘the early forms of species from which others have
evolved’?
Ancestors.
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