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Scientists at Pennsylvania State University say the small fruit resembles the modern day

ground cherry or Physalis and tomatillo.

Little is known about how these plants evolved, as until now, only a few fossilised seeds
have been found. The plant is part of the nightshade family, a group of more than 2000
different species. They include crops such as potatoes, peppers and tomatoes, the tobacco
plant, plants used for medicines and flowers grown in gardens such as petunia. The

discovery pushes back the origins of this plant family by tens of millions of years.
Scientists believe many more fossil plants are waiting to be discovered in South America,

adding to our knowledge of how some of the world’s most valuable crops evolved and

flourished.
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I. Where was the fossil discovered?

2. The fossilised plant belongs to which plant family?

3. True or false? The discovery of this fossil fruit shows the origin of this plant family is

more recent than previously thought.

4. Which word in the text means 'very important or extremely useful'?

BER

Media English

bbclearningenglish.com/chinese

©British Broadcasting Corporation 2017




I. Where was the fossil discovered?
South America.

2. The fossilised plant belongs to which plant family?
It belongs to a plant family called nightshade, which has over 2000 different species.

3. True or false? The discovery of this fossil fruit shows the origin of this plant family is
more recent than previously thought.

False. According to the text, the discovery of the fossil fruit shows the origin of this plant
family is much older than previously thought, by tens of millions of years.

4. Which word in the text means 'very important or extremely useful'?
Valuable.
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