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Art may reveal early signs of dementia
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Researchers use a complex method called 'fractal analysis' as a way of looking at
recurring patterns in both maths and in nature. They include the recurring patterns of our
brainwaves and heartbeats as well as the brushstrokes of artists, which are as distinct

as individual handwriting.

A psychologist, Alex Forsythe from the University of Liverpool, carried out a fractal
analysis of more than two thousand works by seven famous artists. Among those who
developed dementia or Parkinson's disease, such as Willem de Kooning and Salvador Dali,
there was a significant change in the tiny patterns left by their brushstrokes decades before

any obvious symptoms.

But for artists such as Picasso or Monet, who both died without developing any known

neurological disorders, there was no alteration, regardless of style or subject matter.
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I. What's the name of the method that researchers use to look at recurring patterns in

both maths and in nature?

2. How many artists' works did the psychologist look at during his research?

3. True or false? There was a significant change in the patterns of Picasso's brushstrokes,

according to the text.

4. Which word in the text means 'consisting of various interconnected parts'?
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I. What's the name of the method that researchers use to look at recurring patterns in
both maths and in nature!?
Fractal analysis.

2. How many artists' works did the psychologist look at during his research?
The psychologist looked at more than two thousand works by seven famous
artists during his research.

3. True or false? There was a significant change in the patterns of Picasso's brushstrokes,

according to the text.
False. According to the text, there was no such alternation in the works by
artists such as Picasso or Monet, regardless of style or subject matter.

4. Which word in the text means 'consisting of various interconnected parts'?
Complex.
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