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Australia defends cat killing
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The proposed cull will involve the killing of two million feral cats that the Australian

government says are decimating many threatened species which the cats prey on.

Earlier this year Brigitte Bardot, a prominent animal rights campaigner, described the
cull as 'animal genocide'. Morrissey has called the cull 'idiocy', adding that wild cats are
smaller versions of Cecil, the Lion, which was killed amid much publicity and outrage by an

American hunter in Zimbabwe earlier this year.

Now Australia's Threatened Species Commissioner Gregory Andrews has written to both
- Bardot and Morrissey — explaining the policy. He says feral cats are an invasive species,
not native to Australia, and that they've already led to the extinction of at least 27

Australian mammals, including the desert bandicoot and long-eared hopping mouse.
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I. Are all kinds of cats affected by the policy?
2. Who's compared cats to a lion?

3. True or false? Commissioner Gregory Andrews has written to Bardot and Morrissey explaining
that the cats killed other animals in the country.

4. Are feral cats originally from Australia?
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I. Are all kinds of cats affected by the policy?
No. Only feral cats are affected.

2. Who's compared cats to a lion?
British musician Morrissey compared the killing of Australian feral cats to
that of Cecil, the Lion in Zimbabwe by an American hunter.

3. True or false? Commissioner Gregory Andrews has written to Bardot and Morrissey explaining
that the cats killed other animals in the country.
True. Australia's Threatened Species Commissioner Gregory Andrews says
feral cats are an invasive species, not native to Australia.

4. Are feral cats originally from Australia?
No. The cats are not native to Australia.
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