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Updating London's Victorian sewage system
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This is London, but it's a story repeated across the United Kingdom. An ageing
sewage network, regularly spilling its pungent load.
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But deep beneath the river, the clean-up plan is nearly ready to flow - a five-
billion-pound tunnel, the largest and deepest the capital has ever seen.
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Jonah Fisher, BBC reporter

The reason we're riding on bikes through this tunnel is because it's just so big. It's
15 miles long, all the way across London under the River Thames. The idea behind
it is, well, that it will collect the sewage and storm water that at the moment goes
into the river, and take it downhill to east London, where it can be processed

properly.
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We're shown one of the 34 sewage overflow pipes that are being diverted to join
the tunnel, rather than flowing into the Thames.
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The tunnel can hold enough sewage to fill 600 Olympic-sized swimming pools but
in the future, that still might not be enough, with climate change expected to
bring more heavy rain.
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Andy Mitchell, CEO, Tideway Tunnel
“The point here is that the solution for London going forward is to do something
better with the rainwater than simply throw it in the sewers in the first place.”
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Not far upstream, what we throw down the loo is actually changing the course of
the river.
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Chris Coode, Deputy CEO, Thames21
“So this is what we refer to as a wet wipe reef.”
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A mass of wet wipes and sanitary products now jut out into the river at several
points.
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Chris Coode, Deputy CEO, Thames21

“What look like leaves are wipes. The best case scenario for us is that the tunnel
reduces or even stops new material coming to a reef like this and over time, when
we start clearing the material, the reef will shrink.”
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After years of abuse, just maybe the tide has turned.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/chinese/features/lingohack/ep-230406
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