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ENGLISH

Ff TRDIR 38 AN A BT B 25 HFHF

o KFEIHIAIE:
AR T HHIF FF . DX FG AT FER T EBRA] . HaF500 FE XS 5 H 15 HH 203

Beth
Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Beth.

Jiaying
And I'm Jiaying. A7 H A 22 012 1 fr] K B — AR, i) R PR AR

Question

FAR — &, W EPRE AT S 2 B AR — Rl ?

Beth

Thank you for sending us your question! An adverbial clause of time is a
subordinate clause, such as 'while | was walking', and must be in the same sentence
as a main clause, 'my phone rang'. Adverbial clauses are introduced by a
subordinating conjunction, like 'while' and they tell us when something happened.

Jiaying
M. £ “While | was walking, my phone rang.” iXfJi&H, B [EPRIE A “while |
was walking” 5 4] “my phone rang” 4 %5) 1 F 34K .

I EPIRIE WA G “while” XFEMEER SIS, FRUHERS KA. 21K,
PAVRE S A= WMNEZER:  “while” . “when” F1 “as” , PAL'EA]T—
% T WR e sk A i )

Beth
'While', 'when'and 'as' can all be used when talking about actions or situations that
happen at the same time.

Jiaying
R=A &R R B HGE “AE.EE, S. R, i A DU RG] R
TR AR T B el G oo 3T —BOds, AEXS A AR Bl 1T “while” |

“when” #1 “as” .
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Examples
Did you answer the phone?

IR 1 ? )

No. He called me while | was leading a meeting.
No. He called me when | was leading a meeting.
No. He called me as | was leading a meeting.

(B AR FF W T RIS . )

Jiaying

FEXS UG BB, RR S A AR I TA) B el s B L R e i L EAT I, a2 “I
was leading a meeting” , FHAJHHIAKIENE “he called me” 2 £0F, Ui
“HZATRFT HAE 7 XA BIE A BTG N FRE 2 USR] B P R AR 1

Beth
'While', 'when' and 'as' must always be at the beginning of the adverbial clause, but
this can go at the beginning or middle of a sentence.

Jiaying
B, NEER DAL T WA A)E . B B ERE A, WAIZEEA)E, B
JEERAL T REA I e TR I IS DHE A

Beth
In writing, having them at the beginning or the middle of a sentence is common.

Jiaying
RS,  “ERTAG” M AT RS B AR W W =AM 6), I ERIR
(NG PN E A BRI AR R <SP RCINE

Examples

While | was leading a meeting, he called me.
When | was leading a meeting, he called me.
As | was leading a meeting, he called me.

AEREFF 2 WRHABIT iR 3. D

Beth
Let's look at some other examples of the past continuous and past simple. Here's
one.

Example
As | was driving past the school, | noticed a queue of people outside a shop.

CHEIT T A, ERE T KIS SMEHRE KB D
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Jiaying

ERXRAGH,  “3R” EEFELE YR, Wil “1 was driving past the school”
“driving” & —AMELEMEEhE, MWAIRIR &R Lt . XAEEE R “RATT
R R, ERER TS SME K BL (...noticed a queue of people outside a
shop) 7, “noticed” RIEMELENEF)I, FAA—ML LiT. TR —ANM4) .

Example
The doorbell rang when we were eating dessert.

CHIATIEAERZ R AR T80 7o )

Beth
So, they were eating dessert, 'the longer action', and were interrupted by the
shorter action, 'the doorbell rang'.

Jiaying
EXA)IEH,  “eating dessert (WZ&H A0 7 & —/NRFEERT MK AL 2L ME B 1R, X
A BIERRFSEI R B ENE “rang (T T ) 7 FTdT s

Beth
Now, let's look at some other tenses we can use.

Jiaying
b BT R TR TE R RO 25 BASR, A& IETR “while” A1 “as” i&w LG 53—
FECLAE I B — et 2 B )

Beth
This is especially true when the main verb refers to a continuous action or state,
such as 'sit’, 'lie' or 'wait'.

Jiaying
B, MEAFREIESEZ “sit” o “lie” « “wait” XFERRFELESD W, WA
I 2T W e — ML I B — i 5. W A A

Examples
While we wait for the rain to stop, the children can play inside.

(BAVESEWRAER, Zr10] IE R BT, )

As | sat in the garden, a bee landed on my finger.

CHIBABETERE B, — REERAE TR FHE L. D

Jiaying
WA —FEDL: JBIER “while” M1 “as” g I A) R A HGE T L BT .
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Beth
This means that two actions were happening at the same time in the past and have
finished now. It's often used when telling a story.

Jiaying
X A5 R I R A SRR 25 R I TR s F I 2R, i RS Eai R, 3
T A ARG — i 5 AR FE . WA .

Examples
As | was walking towards him, he was walking towards me.

(RRIAflE £, fbdEEBER. D

While the adults were chatting, the children were running around.

CRANTERR, 2Pk E . )

Beth
It's also possible to use two present perfect continuous clauses together, usually
only with 'while'.

Jiaying

PAT— A “while” 51 FIXFEMA], R TR TE A AJ S 32 A) 81 e BAE 56 itk
ATI A EE A, IXA S5 F P ORRAE SRl [RI N R AR A P A SE SR PR B4, A FE  EUAE
P B W R EANMEA .

Examples
While I've been working hard, you've been drinking coffee!

CFERES I AR AR, ARED— ELAERIHE L D

We're exhausted. I've been painting all day while he's been gardening.

(ML RBHE AR T o W BRAAE W, i fh— BRI, )

Beth
OK, Jiaying. Let's summarise.

Jiaying
IFH o AE RSB IN 18] B P9 A A2 R RR SR I TR B ) s VR I, A AR 3% 3R] “while”
“when” Ml “as” 5| Fid ZHEAT N I EPRE A

MIgETE “while” 1 “as” IR LAG| T — MRBLAE IS 8L UL LAy Ao #E 5 TE P A
AL 25 A Ta] (RTINS A, i LB AR Q8 R, 3K P9 A A& 1A fr 51 3
oy A B KL 32 )t m] PAAE S R AT I
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)G, TERWEIE FR AR A SR B PERT, —M AR “while” k51 581
FESERIEAT I RO NED, AR A2 LA S8 FRZEAT I

Beth
Remember, if you have a question about the English language you'd like to ask us,
please send us an email. Our email address is: questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Jiaying
PR AT BL3E S ol 1l e AT 3R Rl . AT B EIK 52 “BBC S iF#H (%" . Bye,
everyone.

Beth
Bye!
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