BBC LEARNING ENGLISH ooE
Question and Answer of the Week /R 7] 3R Z Jewiiae
WA X 72 ] HEHT
circumstance, surroundings, environment,
atmosphere?

o KT H A
BAS T HIIEFR o KRG ATHEZ T ET R G L FE X7 19 20

Jiaying
MR BBC SEifiZ i) “IRi 3" 7 H . I'mJiaying.

Sam
And I'm Sam. Hello, everyone!

Jiaying
AT H iR @k 5 W Ak Starnight. 7] X FERY

Question
| would like to ask what is the connection and difference between 'circumstance’,
'surrounding’, 'environment', and 'atmosphere'. Thank you.

Sam

This is areally interesting question —thank you forsending it in! All of these nouns
are used to talk about places or situations, but, as usual, there are some
differences in how we use them. Let's look at each of them in turn and give you
lots of examples, starting with 'circumstance’.

Jiaying

Here we go! # i “circumstance” & “2fF, Bidl, HEMHE” . [ LATHEH
“circumstance” [JIHE, RIBHIFFAREMGOA L, TR “ oSt — 15 51 % 0
FAFEIRE” .

Sam

Exactly! So, 'circumstances' can include many things which can be negative or
positive. It's also interesting to notice that 'circumstance' is usually used in its
plural form, so 'circumstances'.
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Jiaying
T, IR HEWr 3| “circumstance” FHZERIE “under the circumstances” 4+,

BREL HEREMEENEL T

Examples
She was in a surprisingly cheerful mood considering the difficult circumstances.

(R AR S, a3 k. D

When he gota new job, his circumstances improved almost overnight.

CHARR B TAF G, MRS L R 5 7. D

I’m so sorry | can't come to dinner. My car broke down! | hope you'll understand
under the circumstances.

RIBIREABERIZHER 1o TGI8 1 A B IRBEE MR N RFIR TG Dl )

Sam

Let's look at 'surroundings' now. 'Surroundings' is always used in the plural form
and is used to talk more specifically about a physical place. What more can you
tell us, Jiaying?

Jiaying

HE 4 “surroundings” WHIVIS X “REMEE, FESEY” , B “FENF
FE BT LR IX AN M7 I 264407 o FrbL, M3RATTA “surroundings” kg “ 3587
PN, Bt “IRES AT VR R R WEHEY” .

Sam
Yes, and this can be small, like a room in a house, and it can be big, like a
neighbourhood in a city, but it's not always specified. Listen to these examples
now.

Examples

We worry less about our children now that we live in safer surroundings. We're so
happy we moved.

COUAEBRAT A B AR A B S 224z, Pt LAME ARTISFE PO 2% 711 1o FRATAR R % 3K
xR 1. D

When | came out of the station, it took me a few moments to familiarise myself
with my surroundings.

(KM KRG, BAE 17— B A 2% 7 R E RS . D
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My grandparents worked hard their whole lives so they could live in comfortable
surroundings in their old age.

CRRIAHACEE— A ARAESS 0 AR, AR AT 52 A I il e A2 I AE ST IE A B P e )

Sam
It's time to look at'environment' now.

Jiaying
ATHENE “the environment” PEE “HAWE” . thin, HRE “RIPF AR
47, A Ll “ protect the environment” . [ T X A& A LA,

“environment” & H] LLFEHELE “IAEE” WE?

Sam
This word also refers to a place and how that place affects you.

Jiaying
WEE, 41 “environment” ERTAFE “AEIEECTAERI 47, TRIE X B4 R
AR, B, RETTAEMSES “work environment” 2520 R TAE R

Sam

Very true. Now, be a little careful with 'environment’, because it can be both a
countable and an uncountable noun. But when it has this definition, it is a
countable noun, so you will see it used in both the singular and plural forms.

Jiaying
R4 H&ES] “environment” 531 “create” mE & “friendly” #BECEH . &
Wy 45 4)

Examples
There is research showing that bright, airy and colourful learning environments

help young children do better in school.
CEWTFTRMY, =i, @R, Rl WA TR &Y e AR . )

| tried a new exercise class yesterday. The instructor created such a friendly
environment. | think I'll go back next week!

(ERIERE LT — a5 k. IRERIRSAGEE 7 MR 5, A8
W REE=ZEER D

Sam
And, finally, let's look at 'atmosphere' which, in this context, is always singular.
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Jiaying

#id] “atmosphere” R EWA “HEL” , SRIF “— AN FrEUE O IRE L SH ER
N RIS o £ B UL KEE S, 4417 “atmosphere” T fE T 55 i AT
R FEAN 1L T B DL R BN N RORE

Sam

Yes! Like with the other nouns, we need adjectives to tell us if an ‘atmosphere’ is
positive or negative. And it's quite common to see it in sentences that start with
‘There is'. Here are some examples.

Examples
There was quite a tense atmosphere in the room after Faith and Teo had an
argument in front of everyone.

(B L2 AN BAE P N AT a, b5 1A B0 2 50k D

We come to this cafe for meetings a lot. The coffee is great and it has a lovely

atmosphere.
(FATEHARRZ ST TAE 2 X B AgunE R, SRR . O

Jiaying
T, Ay EEARE S IRATH A, X4 iR ¢ circumstance . surroundings .
environment” il “atmosphere” (KA T —E KB,

Sam
And remember that if you have a question you'd like us to answer, you can send
it to us too!

Jiaying
BATHI M E K 52 “BBC il #%E” o IR DUR MBARZE 3ATT, R 46 Hh bk 2 -
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk BT “RiIRE” T H. FTEERE. AT RE

AN
K.

Sam
Bye-bye, everyone.
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