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factor, element, component, ingredient

o KT EIHI#IL:
BAG) I HRIEFRalF. X i GER A ETR A LT 07 17 H 7920

Jiaying
REEF, AW BBC 385K “IRin %" H, JL&HE=E. Joining meis Neil.

Neil
Hi, everyone.

Jiaying
AT H E R RER H WAk Cinta. U0 R

Question
U AR —TE R LR 7. “factor. element. component.
ingredient” o X DY ST TEA A X ? SRR IO !

Jiaying
U Ak Cinta AR R . Neil, PREEZ RS UYF—PHZ DYAS 5y 8 18] 22 18] (4 X a1 2

Neil

Sure. Let's first look at 'factor'. We use the noun 'factor' to refer to one part of
something that contributes to or affects a situation, outcome or choice. We often
use the word 'factors' to talk about the parts of a result which had the most impact.

Jiaying

FMIH A “factor” Fom “HE, ER” , 8 “EHREHSE R EH RS,
g XA AT R AR o an, BUEAEE AT R SN PR ) S AR R
an I —> “factor” o WrgAM14).

Examples
There were several financial factors that led to the business being sold.

(B MFR RSB A AT E. D
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Joe's weight was a big factor in his decision to reduce sugary drinks.

(T {4 S A At o 5 /Dy S ORI — MR ER . )

Neil

While the nouns 'element/, 'ingredient' and ‘component' have their individual uses
and differences, which we will talk about shortly, they can all be used in general to
refer to an individual part of a situation, plan, event or decision with little
difference.

Jiaying

), @R EE =441 “element. component” 1 “ingredient” #SH DLz
B MOl TRl B EUE R E R BT o ERIERANE XN, =EAEJUPFRE
X M =Ml

Examples
Good planning is an essential element in any great business plan.

CUF AR RAE AT — AR5 R R s AR AR D

A vital component of my friendship with John is honesty.

CERANLI T A B — > EE A AR 2 S . )

My husband says that communication is an important ingredient of our
relationship.

RIS, WA BA TSGR P I A e )

Neil

Now, let's look at how these three words can be used differently. Firstly, ‘element’
can be used to refer to an important part of a situation, plan, event or story. We
often use it with words such as 'key' or 'vital' to emphasise its importance. 'Element’
is often used to refer to parts of things that are created or imagined, such as a
story or film.

Jiaying

BT FATW R,  “element” ATLAFE “ (fE4L. R, HABGRFRD FEAH B
a7, R “OnER, BER” . i, BE “key element” 1 “vital element” 1)
B COCBER , s AR EEN” o R, 41 “element” Pk
WHIHEYEE 2R E. i, AT LiE “HE. BEUERNER TR .

Examples
In my opinion, cake and party hats are essential elements of a great birthday party!

(FERFERK, HEEEMIRIEZ —MEEIE H RS WEARZR! D
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The writer wrote down some key elements she thought would make a fantastic
story.

(RAAFEE T TN MR ST R . )

Neil

Now, let's learn ‘component'. '‘Component' can refer to physical parts that are put
together to form something bigger. It is most commonly used to talk about
electrical and mechanical parts of machines and vehicles. None of the other words
are used to talk about parts of a machine or vehicle.

Jiaying
%A “component” Br T Hs “HEYIRIAEES 7 AL, IERTUER ¢ (WLZR A1 A H
FEHUD FEBAE”, 1 a8 e R XA . AN A

Examples
Several of the components in this computer, such as the graphics card, were very
expensive.

R EHENA LN FEFARIR S, i, D

The mechanic needed to buy some special components to repair the engine of the
vintage car.

CIRANURIN R Z N — LR R B AR A RAZ B A2 SR R Bl D

Neil
Finally, ingredient' can be used to refer to a food or substance which is combined
with other foods to make a dish.

Jiaying
AR P B —NiA] “ingredient” FTLARIRAE “ A EUE R o Wr g ANBlE] .

Examples
| like to cook with fresh ingredients. | think they taste better.
(FREMRB i B B ENTHRRIEE L. D

| just put a few ingredients together randomly, but the final dish was amazing!

(A R AT — S Mk, B ORISR IZ L D
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Jiayin

ZH:% gu e — N 4 “factor” WIEEZ “HER” , SR “FLEUE O SR A
fi5m1” . “Element. component” fil “ingredient” #{mI LA “1Ei. ikl =
#F?H%E MEER, W7, RBEEXNET N =FLFERAEXA. L, “element”
W HRIRBHRFEY), 8 “WE. BRHOUERERITR” o “Component” i
“ (HTENLD ZEA” WEE. “Ingredient” IEATLAFRIR “EMEERL .

Neil
Remember, if you have a question you'd like us to answer, you can email us too!
Our email address is: questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Jiaying
PR AT DUE R S AT A . FRATHIRIEIK 52 “BBC Jeifi#s:” o Wil “IK
B 3E” TH. R, He!

Neil
Bye.
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