BBC LEARNING ENGLISH RIETE
Question and Answer of the Week /R[] Bty

7,77 2.8 B X SiE

'wall' and 'walls'

o KFEIHIAIE:
XA T HHIEF R KRG AT RESR TR G0 FEP AT 77 H 0 H T2

Beth
Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Beth.

Jiaying
I'm Jiaying. A1 H E2 w1 ) ROk B — G20 Ak, A kAL

Question

R, TBEHERAN . F—, “wall” XAEHA R E AR5, Ao EHE 50
tedn, 76 “K3 (The Great Wall of China) 7 HHF$#%, M7E “castle walls” H
M EHEE. =, FIW RS IR 2 A2

Jiaying
XA )RR AGAR A U W AR B SR i RS TE KT NG SEiB 15 5 B, A%
P& 42 1R B R R TR B X AR

Beth
Let's start by looking at your example with 'wall' and 'walls'.

In a castle, there is usually more than one wall, so we use the plural form by adding
-s, 'walls'. 'Castle walls' refers to the individual walls that make up a castle, and
often the external ones.

Jiaying
JiK, HTF—FE “castle (W) 7 HIIIE YA ALIL—1m, FrClEHEE “walls” .
“Castle walls” 5 “IEEAMHIIEIRSE, EE" .

4, RATIAERKEL—T “castle walls” F14 15 “walls” 5 “The Great Wall
of China (K3 7 I H%E “wall” .
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Beth
'The Great Wall of China' actually had a series of walls that were built throughout
history but the English name doesn't reflect this. And this might be because when
the wall was first named in English, they didn't know that there was more than one
wall.

Jiaying

“ThE P EKI (The Great Wall of China) ” e A £ZiEWEE . (HEHZET
GRRIEEA RN IX— . “wall” 7EIX B A& BE. X g & KN A 15 ) F 9518 iy 4
T BRI, FEAENIE EA AL —TER .

Beth
That's right. So, it's possible that the name is a mistake.

Jiaying
WA 1 56— AN, R A A IR — Pheil rh o e 44 17 B 2 B R AL

Beth
When we talk about one thing, we use the singular form of the noun.

Jiaying

JER, T A 1A Y SO SR AN B AR AR WA 1A 9 B B SRR AN B
2 IR RIR Y, AARE RIS F A K R HOE s BRI 7R so R BO
o

Examples
A: Do you have a pen?
B: Yes, | have five pens.

A:l need a cup.
B: We have lots of cups.

Beth
Sometimes nouns are irregular. That means they have a different ending when
they are plural, rather than -s.
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Jiaying

WEE, AL AR A BT E R e, b “child (#ZF) 7 H
“children (#Z¥111) 7 . “One child (—/7¥%7F) ” Ml “two or more children
(AL EZ D 7 .

Beth
And one 'person’' but two or more 'people’.

Jiaying
FrbL, %1 “person” Fox “N” WE{E, BEHUE “people” o H —AAHIN 447
FIgl72& “Z N7 EE “woman” , EMEEE “women”

i s — R4, WE AR .

Beth
For example, 'snow', 'rubbish' and 'bread' are uncountable. The form stays the
same.

Jiaying
Xt, & “snow. rubbish. bread” XA H 4], WREEE, BN ZELE
TRV IR, A RE AR e A 1A A B

Beth
For example, 'a loaf of bread' or 'two loaves of bread".

Jiaying
“A loaf of bread (—4kMIfL) 7 ; “two loaves of bread (P& 7. A1k
Wy N5 )

Examples

Wow! There's lots of snow here.
(! XEAERZSE. )

We need three loaves of bread to make this meal.

CERANT 75 B = 2k T AL R fOX B iR . )
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Jiaying

T, BEi MR YRE R . RISEERE R AR, 8 AR R
Howe WAL H, EHE AL AR ERNT B s SGE A A AN
in], e EBOL AT R R E ML . A TTHUAL R OVE B AR E A

I RAREAE A X GBI IR 15 7], WO AR Gl AL G R R AR 2 AT, FRATTH
K52 “BBC HiE#" .

Beth

Or you can email us your question. Our email address is:
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Bye!

Jiaying
Bye!
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