BBC LEARNING ENGLISH ooQ
Question and Answer of the Week R [ FRZ" [rsasitin

ENGLISH
BiA] “being” HIHE RIEHF

o KFEIHIAIE:
XA T HHIE R KRG AT RESR A TR G0 FEPAT 77 H A H T2

Jiaying
REGF, MBS T BBC i iy “4RiA " 95 H . I'm Jiaying.

Roy
And I'm Roy. Welcome!

Jiaying
AT H iR R 3 W AR Evelyne, ] R IX ) :

Question

RUF ! e UHE— T “being” MR EAIE? Wb !

Roy
This is an excellent question, Evelyne, thank you. 'Being' is more frequently used
as a verb, but it can also be a noun. Jiaying, shall we start with the noun?

Jiaying

UFH). BanlE Roy Bif,  “being” A1 44 1] 4 HI S A EEMK AR € A B il i I %
EF N4 “being” B SGAAZ, FrlAfsef LERZ ] — T ERHEL. “Being”
s — a5 O “AEY, AT o

Roy
Yes, with this meaning it's a countable noun and we often use it with the adjectives
'living' or 'human' before it.

Jiaying
TERIBIEZANE XH, “being” Z2A[#4d. % WHEEA “living being (A1, 4
Y1) 7 . “humanbeing (A% 7 . BrFi/MI4),
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Examples
Many people want to know if there are living beings on other planets.

(2 NsE R e B3Rk BB Ew. D

Human beings are social creatures — we need the company of others.

(NFRAE 2, BATR EAB NG D

Jiaying
BNR, BF “being” W _ALiAHE — “fffE, 47 . XH, “being” A
AEL HHET AR S, RIREY “TTRAAER—Z”

Roy
Exactly! This can be quite a formal use of 'being' and you'll often hear it used with
the verbs 'come’ or 'bring’, followed by 'into'. Let's listen to those in examples now.

Examples
The European Union came into being in 1993.
(BRER AT 1993 4F. )

When the new railroad is built, it will bring many new towns into being.

(R A I, KT AR 2 BEBTAR . D

Jiaying
EE—AMlAIH, FARE “came into being” MIEEE “WMAL T 7 5 HEHE _AHIA]H,
J4Hic “bring something into being” K& E R “flifFE” .

T, UG “being” WHE=A#ITG X —— “AMART. Atk , RAFAHHHA,
PRI 0 D

Roy

Yes! We use 'being' with this meaning to say that we feel something strongly. And
because we're often talking about our own feelings, it's common to hear this use
in the first person with 'my being'.

Jiaying
Ky 416 “being” 2 HIRRL B SRSz, B BAFESE — AFRIA) 7 8 W 245 0
“my being (. OAEH, FTOEMD 7 o BriAMIE].

Examples
| love my children with my entire being.

(e H LM Z A Z AT D
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| knew Ruth was lying — | could feel it in the core of my being.
CIRFNTE Fa 22 M AE BT, AP OIR LIRS 13X — £l )

Jiaying
T, JATKREE “being” HIFhia Hi%.

Roy
Let's do it! 'Being' is the present participle of 'be' and, as you probably know, we
use the verb 'be' a lot in English!

Jiaying

We do! EIIAE MR,  “being” MAEBETIZ&SH. BIRBIENR “be” JEI#ZEI
733 “being” MAIAE—FHH A, HEATAT UM ERMIRIEN T8, 1T
=, BhEhia “be” £x IRl iE M ANFRAIE) TIN5 A A AL

Roy
Yes, it may seem strange but it's how we describe someone's temporary behaviour.
These examples might help.

Examples
My professor was being very kind to me yesterday — she knew | wasn't feeling well.

CHR A AW BAR AN, S 08 B AR A ET o D

David, please stop kicking my seat — you're being very annoying!

CRE, 8RB 1, ARIZFERBIAL D

Jiaying

FAT3E AT DAAE B BEAT I B 25 2847 I A g sh 4 A A BLAE 73 17] “being” o S
RECLFNIE, BahiE SR BIRNERIHATE R I B EE N PEhiESRILS
Fixg: FiE + be Fhial + £ R, be sl A AR

Roy

So when we use the past continuous or present continuous in the passive, for
example, we need to use 'being'. 'Being' will have the verb 'be' before it, and the
past participle of the main verb after it. Here are two examples of that.

Examples
Two people were being arrested as | walked past the supermarket yesterday.

(WERFET T, A AGOEE 1. )
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My son takes swimming lessons. He's being taught how to do backstroke at the
moment.

(BT LR IR ABIEAE S ST AT ik D

Jiaying
AR T LATE A A) T 1 IF Sk “being” ,  SRARRE — 1+ 1 sl 150 B 32 A il — 1
FHIFH R

Roy
In this case, 'being' is often followed by a noun or an adjective, and it can be the
only verb in the clause. Here are your examples.

Examples

Adam didn't use to be very good at sharing his toys, being an only child.
W7, A EA RS E 2 HAl AT, D

Being old, my grandparents tend to stay at home.
(HTHFFDH, AR REERXR. )

Jiaying
AELENT T UL EIIYHEIS, WAk Evelyne X 51 “being” (3B HEA T HIRM
g o

Roy
Yes, and thank you again for the very useful question. Don't forget that anyone
listening can send in their questions, too!

Jiaying
AR 52 “BBC HiBH2:" o R AT URABAEAIRAT, MRAE b 2
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk H#U T “IRiFLE” TH. EER. AT IRH

2!

Roy
Until next time, bye-bye.

Jiaying
Goodbye, everyone.
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