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adequate. enough. sufficient
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Phil
Hi, and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Phil.

Jiaying
And I'm Jiaying. A “ORiEEE” 15 H KRR H —CLEEL IR, )R HoR AR
2

Question
K[A1%, “adequate. enough” #1 “sufficient” X =442

Phil
A great question — we've got three words that are very similar - but there are
some differences.

Jiaying
N, FATCRE B RE =AW A A A .

Phil

Right, these words have similar meanings — but not quite the same. It's also
important to look at how we use them — because there are some grammatical
differences as well. OK, 'enough' is the most common of these words. Let's look
at it first.

Jiaying
Jeti—id “enough” . “Enough” J& =AM i i F —A4>, FERRGEWR, &8
EER YR, B%7 o WriMla).

Examples
That's enough food — don't give me any more!

(IR EL 1, HEsdkmE ! )
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Sorry, | don't have enough money.

i, EAEAE. D

Jiaying

KXW RCEDRNE “BAR” . £ AN TH, HEACER
“enough food C(EEMIMW) 7, IUARFEES . F 6 ZEGER, HWiTA
“don't have enough money CGXH WX 1D 7 - WAJIEHH “enough” #EIR
FE ] o

Phil
In both of these examples, we could also use 'sufficient' — it's less common and it
sounds more formal — but here it means the same.

Jiaying
R, 7E MW AaEY, ATATLALA “sufficient” Bt “enough” , AJEAMFE.
— AR “sufficient” 8] FHEIERX. Wrg MER T “sufficient” Bl4).

Examples
We have sufficient time for this - we won't need any more!

(AT BN RO S, ATREEZIE ! )

Sorry, there isn't sufficient money in the budget.

G, PR NERAE. D

Jiaying
£ B aE T, A “sufficient” STV “enough” 1E SCHIE, 4B
Ron RN, (HRE R VEAT FEANE .

Phil
Yes, the important thing to notice is that ‘enough' also works as an adverb, so we
can use it after verbs, adjectives and adverbs.

Jiaying
WA, BT ERREiE LA, “enough” B R LAMERENEME A, Fon “E” , H
“sufficient” &1 R BEIEA M. W AMEA T FElE “enough” B414]

Examples

You need to do well enough to pass the exam.
PR E RIS 0 4 il %l )

| think I've studied enough - | should be OK!
(RBE L /UE 1. WYNZSFEIFR! D
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Jiaying

EE—MAH,  “well enough” #hFRULEALE R I IIRIL “88477 o 7E5 /Ml
R, “studied enough” UiHH “#38 2 177 o AIAREHELA W “sufficient”
KB ey ) 1E ) EIE “enough” .

Phil
Another way that you can use 'enough’ but not 'sufficient' is a pronoun - like here:

Example

A: If you want some more work, | can give you some!
CIRAR R 2T /5L, AT L R—281 )

B: I've got enough, thank you. I'm really busy!
(FREPEILEZ T, WK, RIEFRIT! D

Jiaying
SIEF R B L3 “I've got enough (FRENEILEZ T) 7, AW T %id “work” ,
POSEATE RPN IEAERE “TAE” o XEE “enough” AL .

Phil
OK, so that's where we can't use 'sufficient' - is there anywhere where we can't
use '‘enough'?

Jiaying
Yes. T “sufficient” £JE4 i, ArCART LY il —FEH. Nk ER R b
i “sufficient” , ABEH “enough” KIMENL. SElF BiAMEI 4]

Examples
| don't have a sufficient understanding of this subject.

(XX V2R 2B T f#. D

You need to turn the handle at a sufficient speed to make it work.

COR T 22 LA B PR AR Fe s T A e AR )

Jiaying
BT “enough” fERREENS, AR5 WM, FrbAAEH T L w45 &) .

7, AU Uk i B 58 =AMA] “adequate”
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Phil

Like sufficient, 'adequate' is an adjective, so it's different grammatically to
'‘enough’. There's also a difference in the meaning: while 'enough’ on its own talks
about quantity, 'sufficient' and 'adequate' can be used to talk about quality. It
means 'to the level, standard or quality that is needed".

Jiaying

B, “adequate” A “sufficient” # &AW, BrCLMEE ERE, BEATM
“enough” #A[E. A, “adequate” M “sufficient” #EFTLLHRIRIL “ (FiE)
4”7 , 1M “enough” fEHME AN, HEgkit « (B&E B2 . HI,
“adequate” 5&I[ “IKF. PrfEEUREA TR ER” o Wrn ANl A,

Examples
He's working at an adequate level.

i) TARZK P R S48 1. D

The standard of this room should be adequate for your needs.
CIRAN s [ B 14 I 12 BE Wl /R AR ) 75 . D

Jiaying
EE AR, JE4E “adequate” Fox ¢ (CTAEKTR) GHH7 o B A
Fjr, R4S “adequate” Fon ¢ (FlEARHER) RBLFH), &FRER .

XA IR 2R “adequate” #BETLAH] “sufficient” B4 HC “good enough”
B, EARIA “enough” #rik,

Phil
So maybe now, we should look a bit more closely at 'sufficient' and 'adequate’.
They're often interchangeable, but there can be some differences.

Jiaying
R, A “adequate” Fx “only just good enough (WINIEELF) ~ , 5%
UL R LR BIbrAET 27, FreAR Reas A i k. kIl 4) .

Examples
The hotel was adequate, | suppose — but | was expecting something a bit better.

(RFWIEETTLL, RE(E, (HIARAEFAR L R D

The job they did was adequate but nothing more.
CHATT AR RIS EA% B, AHBRATEE . O
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Jiaying

7E B p A, SR NVER], SR “the hotel was adequate GEJEZME) Ehs”
“the job was adequate (TAERIZEAEHD) 7, MEABHIUN, BrURBIKE,
TEZ51 “sufficient” ARERIEXAE Lo

KEgE—T: “enough CE#) 7 ATLLHAER &I Bl A L .

Phil
While 'sufficient' and 'adequate’ are both adjectives.

Jiaying
“Sufficient” 1 “adequate” HREEREWMEH, & X#HL “2®K” , H
“adequate” A LAgRIE “AAN AR LAk BIARvH B 2 F 217 .

Phil
We hope that's answered your question.

Jiaying
PRA] LB AT S “BBC SEif#s:” KISV, 5 a) DURE )@l A d4 &

questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk
Bye, everyonel

Phil
Bye!
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