BBC LEARNING ENGLISH —
Question and Answer of the Week fRHFRE BRI

BTSRRI KB e

deteriorate, aggravate
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Phil
Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Phil.

Jiaying
And I'm Jiaying. A3 “ I8 45 H i ROR 6 R . 1R R

Question
Hello, what's the difference between 'aggravate’ and 'deteriorate'? How do we use
each of them?

Phil
OK, that's a really good question! These are two verbs that we often use to talk
about situations which are getting worse.

Jiaying
RN “HEMAIR” 1, “aggravate” 1 “deteriorate” )32 X J 5t ££ T 8h A 1
FIERANBEY., FRFEFEILIX— 5,

Phil
OK, Let's look at 'deteriorate’ first. The meaning is quite straightforward - it just
means 'to get worse'.

Jiaying
2, “deteriorate” FWHH kTR « (HEEE. SHFaldl MM &R0 ArilE. BHY)
BRI S ) R IR
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Phil
An important thing about the way we use this word, is that it focuses on the
process of something getting worse.

Jiaying

B E: “deteriorate” T E SR “HY LR o HX — SHEKHE,
“deteriorate” WAEA KW EMEH, JEHKE HEEE. ﬁﬂ‘]ﬂﬂ AR IR ECERAL B
M7 VENAEITHIEE, “deteriorate” NI iHi1ES)H .

Phil

Yes, so, if we use it in this way, we don't have to say what is causing the subject to
get worse — sometimes we don't know, sometimes it's not important, and
sometimes it's just not our main focus.

Jiaying

B, IR SR E B, A X WE)iE “deteriorate” FRTE, 18 ANTER) T
b BRI SRS BB RO TR R, X AT RE S R R AR AN A E BN S AT ERIA
A, T =AMA), AR B E S A A .

Examples
The company's finances have been deteriorating for the last few years.

(EZJLE, BE AT MY SR —BEAEK. D

It's so sad to see how her health has deteriorated recently.

O 2 1 i B DL BB 22 , Ak At

These buildings are just deteriorating — they desperately need to be renovated.
XL FY)Z M, DHmER. D

Jiaying

fE B =AM A, iR iR K H Y EAE “ deteriorate CGEAL) 7, il
“the company's finances (IXZF A A MM FIRAL) 7« “her health Chft i) 4g ek
o) 7 . “the buildings CEBYIHIREL 7 1E%B/xﬁ%%n‘5~ﬁ4ﬁ%%%%ﬁo

Phil

It is possible to use 'deteriorate’ transitively — and here we use the cause of the
decay as the subject of the verb and the thing that gets worse as the object. Do
note that this way of using 'deteriorate’ is probably less common.
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Examples
Excessive heat could deteriorate the paintwork.
(i e iz i, D

Damp can deteriorate the structure.
CGEIVE AT Re = (R H . )

Jiaying
FHER TE? “Deteriorate” {EAWIsNER, FIBLHE & FHEE “BH” AR
o

Phil

Right, so we've had a good look at what 'deteriorate’ means and how we use it.
Now, let's have a look at 'aggravate' — which can also be about things getting
worse. There are two main meanings, and in the one that we're going to look at
first, 'aggravate’' means 'to make a bad situation worse'.

Jiaying

AR 55 — AN iA] “aggravate” & LMIENE, RIS RIEEEEWE, B R,
mE"” .

Phil

So, straight away, that's one big difference with the most common way of using
'deteriorate’, and it means that we're focusing directly on what's making things
worse.

Jiaying
BUEIFRAT TR, fEAEH 201 “deteriorate” WIRHE, A FF Z L2 NS T8 7 F
Wy “XAk” . HIEfER] “aggravate” [ DU 26 2501 BE R AL

P ) A — AN X & BhiA “aggravate” fEFR s MY B, S TR A SEIE D U
— N FEAR DR RERE I ) R B 0

Phil
Yes, that's important to remember. When we use it this way, we can only aggravate
a problem or a bad situation. Anything can deteriorate.
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Jiaying
). WrigANE ), AR AREEE IR IR AAEAE B R AT A, BB B D
NEATH)

Examples
The long dry summer aggravated the drought.
G2 ZZ=mE 7245 O

No one was happy before, but what you said just aggravated the situation.

CZRT RS AR xS HEAN, AEAR BRI LS ORGSR 1. D

Jiaying

FIANMEA) R R A BEAFAE R IR B “drought (T5) 7 F1 “no one was happy Kk
FHAWE) 7 o 3hid “aggravate” FHHE5RF IR JEARBAGRIEL 7, B
LL “the long dry summer aggravated the drought (& T80 B 2 1 5
%) 7 ; A4h, “what you said just aggravated the situation (#Rij A5 1L AR
REET) 7

Phil
There is another related meaning of 'aggravate' - 'to annoy' or 'to irritate'.

Jiaying
£, BhiA “aggravate” MEEFHRE R R, A CNO Wik, FREAY, M)A
TR 1) S V5 30 R A I N

Phil
We can also be aggravated by things or situations. Listen to these examples:

Examples
Don't aggravate your brother — you know he doesn't like it!
CIERE B, ARAEAMAEIZFE! D

This itch is really aggravating me — | want it to stop.
(RIS, BRI, D

Jiaying
EHE—MplA)F, “aggravate” #iH “EANAES” o B AMFIAF, “aggravate”
sl (B EAROEIRAE L AT NOBUEEL”
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Phil

So, getting back to our question, we can see that while they are related, there are
some key differences between 'deteriorate' and 'aggravate'. It's more common to
use 'deteriorate’ as an intransitive verb, without an object.

Jiaying

ERE TG WA ERE” i, B “deteriorate” F/x “ (LR 7B EF L)
WA IR, EEEAAEAS KB H “aggravate” FRox I JEAAELE R
WD 7, BB,

T, WAL AR SR R o A BT AR S BRI 1 o 1K A0 S 3] ) B
AR ARAE DL TE 7 2] Fh B B 1 )@, W i o el e e AT A . FRATTH B K S
“BBC i A 7 o AR A BB M 4 AT, BB AR b dk 2
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk HfiFUL T “RFRE " 75 H. Bye, everyone!

Phil
Bye!
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