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Question and Answer of the Week fRIMIRE RN

ENGLISH
XaRn “BRRE” AN HIEHS

complicated, complex, sophisticated

o KTEiMHE
BAAS T HIEFRI e KRR ITRE). SHL B A0S 1 BRI

Beth
Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Beth.

Jiaying
And I'm Jiaying. fEA 15 H o, SRATEIEF A R ROKR B —GLMUA,  A) U I -

Question
1 “complicated. complex” Ml “sophisticated” HH4 X 5H? REE, s

Beth
Thank you for this great question! These are all adjectives but they can be
confusing.

Jiaying
[, B4 “complicated. complex” I “sophisticated” 1= BAHLT, FrLlR
5 IR -

Beth
So, to explain the difference, we're going to hear a dialogue.

Jiaying
REAENT T XA 3 B R, A8 — A8 1 B A NAE AT A F 8, 183 740

H

i ?

Dialogue

A: This bookcase is so difficult to build! | can't understand the instructions at all.
They're so unnecessarily complicated.

B: You're right! | know it has a highly complex design, but these instructions are
terrible.
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A: Well, it took five hours, but look how beautiful and sophisticated the bookcase
is.
B: Especially with all the books on it. It makes the room look so sophisticated!

Jiaying
FENINBZ BTG, A B PIALE AR, MRS “ kil ARE R, kA
EAE .

Beth
That's right. So, let's start with looking at the adjective 'complicated'.

Jiaying
FEPHE “complicated” X AMAIZHT, AR il e A T IXANA AT

Dialogue
A: This bookcase is so difficult to build! | can't understand the instructions at all.
They're so unnecessarily complicated.

Beth
It sounds like this person isn't happy with these bookcase instructions - they are
‘complicated'.

Jiaying

WA . BRI “complicated” R EZE “EAH7 , i “FHYHSMEEE
i METEE R A, A NIRRT o F—AREE: “complicated” 1)
iR ER K ER, —1 “complicated” @S & “ N T H 441 7 B EHH
SRR .

Beth
Exactly. And that's why we often use it with adverbs that show the level or opinion
someone has about the 'complicated' thing.

Jiaying
e IXFEWEE . e, FEXTIE, FRATIT R A X B U, PR R ] P R
“unnecessarily complicated (EFILE KD 7 .

Beth
Yes. They were 'unnecessarily complicated'. But we could also use adverbs like
‘extremely’ or 'particularly’.

Jiaying
A, 2R “complicated” W] LURAE A A AT, 1EE B
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Beth
True. We can have a 'complicated relationship' or 'complicated idea'. In the
dialogue, they were ‘complicated instructions'.

Jiaying
Beth NNt “complicated relationship (&4 AKX R) 7 F1 “complicated
idea (HZ:MAE) 7, AEXMIEF I “complicated instructions (5 7% [ it B
:Fg) ”» .

BAVELE K FE H @ IR —/NMA “complex” - “Complex” (& B2 “HYBrE
FHRBIASERR 2k, R AT RE ik N BIRR A7 o

Beth
However, while 'complicated' is a negative thing, '‘complex’ doesn't have to be. Let's
listen to the example again.

Dialogue
B: You're right. | know it has a highly complex design, but these instructions are
terrible.

Jiaying

XFEE K, FHEHIRBINPBL2E “complex design” , XH “complex” HSEfg A4
EmEAEBRM R 2 “HEERKNT o XAIET “complex” %S
“complicated” JEAE UM “WLTER” KHEAR.

Beth
Yes. Here, the 'complex' design might add to the appearance or use of the
bookcase.

Jiaying
P, B E % “complex design” Tl RES 1l B SE M B S .

N, ALK —UHEZE “sophisticated” o fEXFIEH, A (HiE:

Dialogue
A: Well, it took five hours, but look how beautiful and sophisticated the bookcase
is.

Beth
'Sophisticated' describes something that's made in a complicated way but with
intelligence and great skill.
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Jiaying
iXH, “sophisticated” HREAEBAM &S “FIEMER, AR .

Beth
That's right. And we can use 'sophisticated' as an adjective to describe other nouns,
like 'machine’ and 'approach’.

Jiaying
Haz, FATATHEIEN 2] 751G ) B iH “sophisticated” —ial##iidk 7 ¥ AFTER 55
], PR —iIX A) i .

Dialogue
B: Especially with all the books on it. It makes the room look so sophisticated!

Jiaying
XH, H “sophisticated” KIEAFEY 2 “HEH, BEMAK” .

Beth
So, the 'complex' design of the bookcase makes the room look fashionable and fits
in with the culture of the time and place.

Jiaying
HABEFT UM “sophisticated” & —41 N, BEE “WWReEHER, FEN R .

XA NATREEAE R R R b 7 B, i HOE S IR

Beth
So, remember, 'complicated' means something has lots of parts and is difficult to
understand in a negative way.

Jiaying
JE45i “complicated” HyR A “ITHEIRM, MEMER” , WA WELER. AN
“complex” FIr “MPERHRM7 , HEHA—EHHRATMMEE—NFED.

Beth
And 'sophisticated' means complicated, but fashionable, and can show great skill.

Jiaying
45 “sophisticated” HIRIEZ “mifEl), 2R MEEE 207 .

GF 1 AL A AR B TR . A B IS 3 o ) ) RN ERAT TR AR, AR X = A
T SR Z TR XCAT 1 2E 20 AR
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AR S A AT THE 1) o VR AT DU I AT I K 5 “BBC Seifi gy RAEARIF A)
tA] DK W) @& 1% % :  questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Bye, everyonel

Beth
Bye!
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